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CHINCHONA  NEWS, 


BT  C.  W.   aUIN,  F.C.S. 

In  the  Technologist  for  February  there  is  a  very  interesting 
paper  on  chinchona  culture  in  Jamaica,  by  Nathaniel  Wilson, 
the  island  botanist.   The  quinine-yielding  chinchonsc  were  in- 
troduced into  the  island  in  the  autumn  of  1860  by  means  of 
seeds,  and  by  the  month  of  October  in  the  year  fo. lowing 
Mr.  Wilson  had  the  satisfaction  of  possessing  over  four 
hundred  healthy  young  plants  ready  for  pl.inting  out.  The 
selection  of  too  warm  a  site,  however,  killed  nearly  half  of 
them,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  transplant  the  lemainder 
to  a  much  colder  situation,  the  climate  and  soil  of  which 
proved  to  be  all  that  could  possibly  be  desired.    Home  of  the 
plants  of  the  Chinchona  siiccirubra  have  attaiaed  a  height  of 
six  feet,  having  a  circumference  at  the  base  of  the  stem  of 
four  and  a  half  inches.    The  grey  barks  C.  nilida  and  C. 
micrantha  being  slower  in  growth  have  not  reached  so  large  a 
size.    So  far  the  experiment  has  been  highly  successful,  and 
Mr.  Wilson  states  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  tind  more 
healthy  fruit  trees  in  the  neighbourhood.    It  is  calculated 
that  in  about  four  or  five  years  the  plants  will  yield  seeds  ;  in 
the  mean  time  they  can  be  successfully  propagated  by  cuttings 
and  layers.    It  seems  that  the  climate   and  soil   of  the 
higher  and  many  of  the  intermediate  mountains  in  the 
island  are  particularly  well  suited  for   the  growth  and 
propagation  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  chinchonse,  C. 
succirubra.     The    Phaimaceutical  Journal  for   last  month 
also  contains  several  notes  on  the  subject  of  the  chin- 
•chonse.    A  paper,  read  by  Mr.  John  Eliot  Howard  at  the 
January  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  st.ites  that 
recent  importations  of  Calisaya  bark  from  Bolivia  contain 
an  unprecedented  admixture  of  the  root  bark,  which  is,  how- 
ever easily  distinguished  by  its  peculiar  characteristics,  more 
especially  its  curly  shnpe.    A  very  favourable  specimen  gave 
only  from  8  to  10  parts  of  alkaloids  per  1,000,  or  about  one- 
tenth  the  richness  of  ordinary  Calisaya  bark.    The  suicidal 
Bolivian?,  who  have  hit  on  the  most  certain  method  possible 
of  extirpating  the  finest  species  of  bark  from  their  forests,  are, 
it  appeals,  much  disappointed  at  the  low  estimation  in  which 
the  root  bark  is  held  in  Europe.    Mr.  Howard  and  Profes."or 
Bentley  afterwards  entered  into  some  very  interesting  par- 
ticulars with  regard  to  the  formation  of  the  alkaloids  in  the 
living  plants,  for  the  details  of  which  we  must  refer  the  reader 
to  the  original  paper.    The  same  number  contains  the  report 
by  Mr.  Howard  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  on 
the  bark  and  leav>.a  sent  home  in  October  last  from  the 
Government  Chinchona  Plantations  at  Ootacamund  by  Mr. 
Mclvor,  the  superintendent.    In  a  note  accompanying  the 
bark  and  leaves  Mr.  Mclvor  states  that  they  were  removed 
from  the  plants  during  the  rains,  that  is  to  say  when  the  sap 
was  in  full  flow,  the  object  being  to  ascertain  how  far  the 
period  of  the  year  at  which  the  bark  was  gathered  aH'ected 
the  supply  of  alkaloids.    The  plants  under  cultivation  give 
unmistiikeiible  signs  that  they  do  not  require  so  rainy  a 
climate  ns  they  are  represented  to  thrive  under  in  the  Andes, 
the  grey  barks,  especially,  having  suffered  from  the  unusually 
wet  season.    In  h-peaking  of  the  leaves,  Mr.  Howard  says, 
"  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  confirm  the  opinion  1  exprewsed  in 
niy  last  that  the  leaves  will  not  supply  material  for  the 
extraction  of  quinine."    The  first  rough  precipitation  from 
an  acid  8oluti<m  only  amounts  to  1-31  per  cent.  The 
alkaloid  seems  to  exist  in  the  leaves  in  intimate  connexion 
with  the  ciilouring  matter.     The  latter  substance  promires 
to  be  very  interesting,  being  somewhat  analogous  to  indigo. 
Its  solution  by  reflected  light  is  blood  red,  by  transmitted 
light  a  fine  green.     Mr.  Howard  expects  ihut  the  investi- 
gation of  this  substance  will  throw  much  light  on  the  for- 
mation of  alkaloids  in  the  plant.     With  tht>  exception  of 
the  specimen  of  the  bark  of  the  Chinchona  Pahwliana,  the 
value  of  which  as  a  quinine-yielding  plant  is  qneftliunable, 
Vol,  V.    1864.    No.  65. 


all  the  others  yielded  very  satisfactory  results.  They  were 
all,  however,  in  too  small  portions  for  extensive  examination. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Journal  states  that  the  hydrochlorates 
of  quinine,  quinidine,  and  chinchoiiine  may  be  distinguished 
from  the  sulphates  of  the  same  alkaloid  by  their  fusing 
and  giving  off  purple  fumes  when  heated  in  platinum  foil. 
It  seems  that  samples  of  the  hydrochlorate  of  chinchonine 
have  been  lately  passed  off  as  sulphate  of  quinidine. 

Strecker,  by  boiling  monobrominated  chinchonine  with  an 
alcoholic  solution  of  potash,  and  passing  through  it  a  current 
of  carbonic  acid,  has  succeeded  in  forming  a  substance  having 
precisely  the  same  composition  as  quinine,  but  possessing 
difi"erent  properties.  It  will  be  remembered  that  chinchonine 
differs  from  quinine  in  having  two  equivalents  less  of  oxygen. 
The  new  substance  which  possesses  the  properties  of  an  alka- 
loid has  been  called  by  Strecker  oxychinchouine.  It  crystal- 
lizes in  colourless  plates,  and  differs  from  quinine  in  not 
giving  fluorescent  solutions.  Its  salts  crystallize  Avith 
difliculty,  the  most  crystallizable  being  the  neutral  sulphate 
and  oxalate.  In  remaias  to  be  seen  whether  its  therapeutic 
effects  are  also  different. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  throughout  the  above  ait'.cle  we 
have  adopted  the  new  method  of  spelling  the  word 
"chinchona"  and  its  derivatives.  We  do  so  on  the  very 
highest  authority— that  of  Mr.  John  E.  Howard,  the  learned 
author  of  the  "  Nueva  Quinologia."  The  word  being  derived 
from  the  patronymic  of  the  Countess  of  Chinchon,  the  first 
patient  who  experienced  the  curative  eflects  of  Peruvian 
bark,  it  should  certainly  be  spelt  "chinchona"  if  there  be 
anything  in  a  name. 


UNITED  SOCIETY  OF  CHEMISTS  AND 
DRUGGISTS. 


niOCEEDlNGS  OP  THE  EXECUTIVE. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  con- 
vened to  receive  correspondence  from  district  committees, 
urging  the  desirability  of  joint  action  with  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  at  the  present  juncture,  and  for  the  transaction  of 
important  business  in  connexion  Avith  the  Incorporation  and 
Defence  Fund.  The  following  gentlemen  were  present : — 
Messrs.  Ablett,  Cawdell,  Congreve.  D'Aubney,  Fitch,  Heppel, 
Hunt,  Page,  Preston,  Robertson,  Stokoe,  and  Wade.  Alfred 
Preston,  Esq.,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

After  the  disposal  of  a  large  amount  of  routine  business, 
the  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  the  pleasure  to  state 
that  Mr,  Thomas  Burgoyne  and  Mr.  Alfred  Preston  had 
kindly  consented  to  act  as  treasurers  to  the  Incorporation  and 
Defence  Fund. 

A  lengthened  discussion  then  took  place  upon  the  proprietj-- 
of  communicating  with  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society ;  and  it  was  ultimately  agreed  that  the  Secretary 
should  address  a  letter  to  the  Council,  asking  for  a  conference 
to  be  appointed,  when  a  mutual  conaideraiion  of  certain  pro- 
positions of  great  importance  could  be  discussed. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  held  on  the  12th  inst.,  a  letter 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  addressed  to  Mr.  C.  F. 
Buott,  was  read  ;  and  in  reference  thereto  it  was  unanimously 
agreed — "That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United 
Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  in  accordance  with  the 
desire  of  their  district  committee,  having  i:ddressed  a  letter 
to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  suggesting  that 
a  conference  be  appointed  to  consider  certain  propositions 
liighly  affecting  the  interests  of  the  entire  trade,  and  calcu- 
lated to  promote  a  Iriondly  co-operation,  now  express  their 
deep  regret  that  their  application  has  not  been  responded  to." 

Various  district  committee  business,  which  had  been 
adjourned  at  the  l.ist  meeting  in  consequence  of  great  pres- 
sure, was  then  transacted  ;  and  at  the  ciose  of  the  business 
the-Secietnry  slated  that  the  committee  had  been  enahled  to 
invest  a  further  sum  of  .CI 00  to  the  credit  ol  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  received  in  various  sums  specially  remitted  for  this 
purpose,  particulars  of  which  will  be  published  in  the  Annual 
Report. 
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The  Secretary  also  reported  that  the  IncoTporation  and 
Defence  Fund  was  making  a  very  satisfactory  progress. 

Tlie  following  letters  refer  to  the  communication  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society : — 

United  Society  of  Cliemists  nnd  T>ni(,'(fists, 

20,  New  Oricond-Htcoot, 
London,  Fubnuiiy  '2~ih,  1SC4. 

Sm,  The 'Exocutivo  Committoa  of  tlio  United  Society  of  Chemists  and 

Bincplsts  bavins  received  from  tlielr  different  difitrict  conimitteos 
resolutions  stiwngly  recomraoiiding  tbo  desirability  of  a  friendly  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Pbarpiacoutical  Society,  with  vofcroncc  to  the  i)roposed  now 
Medioal  13111,  have  this  day  lield  a  s]ict  inl  mooting  to  discuss  tbo  same. 

Having  taken  this  matter  into  consideration,  the  Executive  Committefc 
arc  deeply  impressed  witli  tbo  important  restilts  tliat  v/ould  follow  a 
general  union  of  co-operation,  conducted  in  a  cordial  and  friendly  spirit, 
with  n  view  to  obtain  either  an  Act  of  Incorporation  or  au  extended 
Pharmacy  Act  upon  the  following  basis  :  — 

1.  A  i-ccognition  of  existing  interests. 

2.  The  right  of  self-government  secured  by  a  full  and  fair  representation 
of  the  entire  trade. 

3.  The  competency  of  all  future  candidates  ascertained  by  a  simple  and 
inexpensive  form  of  examination,  but  sufiBcieut  to  secure  the  practical 
knowledge  required.  ' 

4.  That  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  not 
in  any  way  interfered  with  except  by  their  eoniscnt. 

Ill  reference  to  the  above,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  instructed  tp  inquire, 
through  you,  whether  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are 
willing  that  a  conference  b»  held,  when  these  propositions  can  bo 
thoroughly  discussed. 

I  am,  Sir,  yotu-  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  BuOTT, 

'iaias  Bremridgo,  Es q. ,  Secretary. 
Secretary  and  Regi.'trar, 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain, 

17,  Bloomsbury-square,  AV.C. 

M.ai-ch  2,  1SC4. 

Dear  Sir,— I  have  laid  your  communication  before  the  Council,  and  in 
reply  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  they  have  now  under  considera- 
tion an  amended  Ph.armacy  Bill,  which  will  be  submitted  to  the  special 
general  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Society  on  the  17th  instant,  and 
which  the  Council  believe  will  preserve  the  vested  interests  of  chemists 
and  druggists  alrcidy  in  business,  and  meet  with  general  approbation. 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)         Elias  Breuridoe, 

Seeretaiy  and  Registrar. 
Mr.  C.  F.  Buott,  20,  New  Ormond-street,  W.C. 

The  following  is  a  copj-  of  correspondence  in  reference  to 
a  misstatement  made  in  the  last  number  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Journal : — 

United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists, 

20,  New  OiTiiond-street, 

London,  March  1,  1604. 

Sir,— In  the  account  of  the  general  mooting  of  the  Liveri^ool  Chemists' 
Associatii.n  in  this  day's  Phiii'iiiacevlical  Journal,  you  .are  reijorted  to 
have  said  that  "  you  had  received  a  printed  cojiy  of  a  requisition  from  the 
United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  urging  the  necessity  to  incor- 
porate their  body  with  the  Phaimiiceutical  Society,  and  to  obtain  an 
extension  of  the  Pharmncy  Act." 

For  the  information  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Society 
of  Chemists  aud  Druggists,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  favour  them  with 
your  authority  for  stating  that  this  document  is  a  requisition  from  this 
Society?  Is  it  not  the  memorial  to  tbo  Pbai-maceutical  Society  got  tip  on 
their  behalf,  but  altered  by  several  members  of  the  trade  who  recognize 
the  desirability  of  a  friendly  co-operation  between  the  two  societies  ? 

It  is  a  very  different  proceeding  to  express  this  kindly  feoling,  and  to 
make  an  official  application  as  thus  represented.  Should  you  not  bo  able 
to  furnish  tliis  information,  it  is,  of  cour.io,  a  matter  of  rcgrot  that  it  did 
not  occur  to  you  that  the  Executive  Committee  were  unlikely  to  have 
issued  such  a  requisition  without  the  authority  of  the  whole  of  their 
members  and  supported  by  the  ti-ade,  and  that  they  would  have  addressed 
it  to  the  proper  official  quarter,  where  it  would  have,  at  least,  received 
the  respect  that  such  an  application  wa-s  entitled  to.  It  is  also  a  matter  of 
regret  that  j-our  .statement  wus  .accompanied  by  disparaging  remarks 
upon  eitlier  the  opinions  or  principles  of  tlie  United  Society,  which  have 
in  the  short  sjiaco  of  three  years  secured  nearly  thrfc  t/wumud  members 
from  a  body  of  gentlemen  who  may  fairly  bo  presumed  to  form  the  best 
judgment  upon  the  matter  that  they  are  most  concerned  in. 

1  ain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  F.  BUOTT, 

Dr.  Edwards.  Local  Secretary  to  the  '         •  Socretarj-. 
Pharma''eutleal  Society,  Liverpool" 

United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists, 

20,  Now  Ormond-street,  ■W.C. 

London.  March  .'i,  1804. 
Sir,— I  wrote  you  on  the  1st  instant  with  reforenoa  to  n  statement 
made  by  yourself  injuriously  affccling  the  interests  of  this  Society,  to 
which  I  have  not  yet  received  your  reply. 

"  Permit  mc  to  draw  yotir  attention  to  same,  and  to  take  tills  Ojipor- 
lunity  of  saying  that  as  the  slateniont  wa-s  incorrect  and  made  at  a  public 
meeting,  and  also  reported  in  the  columns  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
it  will  bo  necessary  to  publish  this  correspondenoo. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 
C.  F.  Buott, 

Dr.  Edwards,  Local  Secretary  to  the  Secretary. 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  Llvoriiool.  ' 

Royal  Institution  Laboratory, 

Liverpool,  March  8th,  18C4. 
Sir,— I  regret  to  find  that  upon  the  occasion  to  which  you  refer,  my 
remarks  were  misunderstood  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Chemists'  Associa- 


tion, and  therefore  incorrectly  reported  in  bis  minute  of  the  meeting 
])riiited  in  the  Pharmdcntlical  Jnurnvl.  The  memorial  to  which  I  referred 
was  the  one  addressed  by  menjbers  of  the  Pliarn;aceutical  Society  to  its 
own  Council,  and  which  I  alluded  to  in  order  that  members  who  felt  dis- 
posed might  have  an  opportunity  of  signing  it.  Tlio  memorial  was  for- 
warded to  mo  by  Mr.  B.  Orridgc,  whom  I  believe  to  be  a  member  .and 
friend  of  Imth  Societies ;  and  iu  bringing  it  under  the  notice  of  the  meeting, 
I  l>elievcd  I  was  fulfilling  his  wishes. 

The  general  purport  of  my  remarks  were  by  no  means  intended  to  be 
disrespeotful  to  the  chemists  and  druggists  as  a  body,  or  to  the  United 
Society.  I  endeavoured  to  point  out  that  the  eireunistances  of  the  present 
movement  resemliled  those  which  brought  tbo  Phariiiaceuticul  Society 
into  existence  some  twenty-three  years  ago — viz.,  an  ajrgressivc  medical 
bill ;  .md  that  the  remedy  suggested  by  the  executive  of  the  United 
Society  was  identical  witli  that  propo.sed  by  the  founders  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  and  embodied  in  their  charter  of  incorporation,  and  in 
their  oarlj'  projected  pharmacy  bills  ;  for  the  exposition  of  which,  see 
Phurvii.  Journal,  let  series.  Vol.  v.,  No.  11,  page  481,  aud  Vol.  xii.,  No.  1, 
page  I.  In  the  former  article  Mr.  Bell  remarks,  page  481,— "If  all  the 
chemists  in  the  nation,  or  even  a  very  largo  majority,  had  united  in  the 
undertaking,  this  course  might  have  been  free  from  objection."  The 
same  "  If,"  in  my  judgment,  applies  to  the  pi-oposed  enactments  of  the 
United  Society.  The  objcctw  of  the  movement  appear  to  me  identical  vrtth 
those  of  the  Phai-macoutical  Society ;  viz.,— protection  of  existing  inter- 
ests ;  a  sound  basis  of  education ;  a  representative  governing  body ; 
restrictive  legislation  for  the  future. 

The  standard  of  qualification  and  the  amount  of  subscription  neces- 
sary .110  matters  of  detail  to  be  determined  by  the  discretion  of  the  govern- 
ing body.  In  the  address  to  the  trade,  the  United  Society  espouse  the 
cause  of  35,000  chemists  and  druggists,  and  in  your  note  to  me  you  speak 
with  some  satisfaction  of  the  adherence  of  nearly  3,000  members  in  three 
years.  Assuming  these  figures  as  a  correct  estimate  of  the  parties 
interested,  and  exclu.sivc  of  members  of  the  Pliarmaceutical  Society,  I 
fear  you  will  find  the  apathy  of  the  odd  32,000  as  dead  a  weight  as  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  experienced  it  to  be  twenty  years  ago. 

But,  as  an  encouragement  to  all  sanguine  promoters  of  improved  pbar- 
niaccutical  education,  1  enclose  you  a  draft  for  a  sm.iU  contribution 
tow.ards  your  preliminary  expenses,  and  trust  that  your  efforts  ma}-  result 
in  the  incorporation  of  the  entire  trade  witB  the  good  old  Pharmaceutical 
Society  (which  has  long  fought  your  battles)  at  your  head. 

Please  place  this  iu  yotir  list  of  contributions  .as  "A  Friend  to  Pharma- 
ceutical Education." 

I  am,  In  such  a  cause, 

Yours  faithfully. 

To  C.  F.  Buott,  Esq.  J.  Baker  Edwabd*. 

United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggist.^, 

20,  New  Ormond-street, 
London,  March  10,  ISW. 
Sir, — I  h.ave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  friendlj-  letter  to  hand 
this  day,  accompanied  by  a  kind  remittance  rtf  two  guineas  towards  our 
expenses,  and  duly  note  your  wishes  concerning  .sjime. 

In  concluding  this  correspondence,  I  have  only  to  add  in  reference  1x5 
your  remark,  that  the  ohjeots  of  the  two  Societies  are  identical;  that  if 
praise  is  claimed  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for  its  services, 
it  is  equally  a  matter  of  right  that  the  usefulness  of  the  United  Society  in 
securing  so  very  many  additional  supporters  of  the  same  cause  should  be 
frankly  acknowledged. 

I  am.  Sir,  your.^  very  truly. 

C  F.  Buott, 

Dr.  Edwa-«-ds,  Secretary. 
Royal  Institution,  LiverpooL 


BIRMINGHAM. 

A  meeting  of  the  Chemists  and  Druggists  of  Birmingham 
and  district  was  held  in  the  Temp  erance  Hall,  Birmingham, 
on  the  4th  inst.,  to  consider  the  new  Medical  Bill,  as  affecting 
chemists  and  druggists  generally.  Mr.  Snape  presided  over 
a  numerous  meeting.  Mr.  Atkins  moved  the  first  resolution  : — 
"  That  the  chemists  and  drug^sts  now  assembled  recognize 
the  desiiability  of  giving  all  possible  encouragement  to 
scientific  and  educational  qualifications  for  the  trade  of  a 
chemist  and  druggist,  but  they  consider  themselves,  in 
common  with  their  brethren,  quite  competent  to  accomplish 
all  needful  reforms  in  their  own  body,  and  therefore  repu- 
diate sections  56  and  57  of  the  proposed  Act  of  the  Medical 
Council  as  being  unjust  in  principle,  and  an  unwarrantable 
attempt  to  interfere  with  their  rights  as  private  citizens." 

Mr.  Atkins,  in  moving  the  resolution,  said  that  it  was  very 
unfair  on  the  part  of  the  Medical  Council  to  ignore  the 
chemists  and  druggists. 

Mr.  Buott,  Registrai*  to  the  United  Society,  and  repre- 
sentative of  the  Executive  Committee,  seconded  the  propo- 
sition, and,  in  doing  so,  said  that  ho  held  it  to  be  exceedingly 
ungenerous  on  the  part  of  any  individual  to  represent  that 
the  United  Society  of  Chemiists'and  Druggists  was  unfriendly 
to  the  Phannaccutical  Society  and  its  objects.  All  that  the 
United  Society  sought  for  was  to  obtain  such  a  reform  of  the 
trade  as  should  be  beneficial  to  the  trade  itself  and  satisfactory 
to  the  public.  They  were  desirous  to  obtain  this  ^^^th  the 
concurrence  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ;  but  if  this  were 
not  given  they  wore  determined  to  carry  otit  the  reform  for 
themselves.  There  was  a  very  prevalent  idea  in  this  part 
of  the  country  that  the  cliemists  and  druggists  were  very 
desirous  to  have  protection  themselves,  but  were  unwilling  to 


March  15,  ISM  ] 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST. 


35 


recognize  the  principle  of  examination  which  was  necessary 
to  give  protection  to  the  public.  Some  weeks  ago  a  meeting 
was  held  in  a  neighbouring  county,  at  wliich  a  gentleman 
gave  expression  to  the  opinion  that  examinations  and  diplomas 
were  altogether  unnecessary.  He  believed  that  was  an  undi- 
gested opinion,  and,  in  support  of  this  opinion,  he  could 
mention  that,  at  a  meeting  held  in  London,  in  November  last, 
at  which  between  two  and  three  hundred  persons  were 
present,  a  gentleman  entertained  a  similar  opinion,  and  put 
it  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  a  resolution.  The  conse- 
quence was— and  this  Avould  show  the  opinion  entertained 
by  the  general  body — that  he  could  not  find  even  a  seconder 
to  his  amendment.  The  question  between  them  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  an  important  one.  It  was  this, 
whether  chemists  and  druggists  in  this  country  should  be 
subject  to  the  control  of,  and  render  tribute  to,  the  Medical 
Council,  without  having  a  voice  or  representation  in  that 
council.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  would  state  a  few  reasons  why 
the  chemists  and  druggists  objected  to  the  bill.  They  objected 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Medical  Council, — firstly,  because 
they  had  no  jurisdiction ;  secondly,  because  the  Medical 
Council  was  an  irresponsible  body,  at  any  rate  that  they 
were  not  responsible  to  the  chemists  and  druggists  ;  thirdly, 
because  the  Medical  Council  had  enough  business  of  its  ovm 
to  attend  to  ;  fourthly,  because  the  doctors  were  opposed  to, 
and  had  no  interests  in  common  with  the  chemists  and 
druggists.  (Cries  of  "  Xo,  no,"  and  "  Not  in  the  country.") 
They  claimed  both  sides  of  the  druggist's  counter,  and  the 
principal  ground  of  objection  was,  that  were  the  proposition 
of  the  doctors  carried,  it  would  deprive  one-half  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  of  medical  aid,  and  would  leave  the  other 
half  to  the  mercies  of  the  doctors.  (Hear,  hear.)  Out  of 
thirty  millions  of  men,  women,  and  children  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  there  were  at  least  fifteen  millions  who  never  went 
near  a  doctor,  except  it  be  in  a  case  of  urgent  danger.  Mil- 
lions who  had  no  means  wherewith  to  pay  doctors'  bills,  took 
their  ailments  to  the  shop  of  the  chemist  and  druggist.  If 
there  were  one  thing  which  more  than  another  would  be 
cruel  to  the  poor  of  this  country,  it  was  that  this  proposition 
of  the  Medical  Council  should  be  agreed  to.  The  body  of 
chemists  and  druggists  were  determined  to  resist  the  efforts 
of  any  council,  medical  or  pharmaceutical,  to  thrust  any 
measure  down  their  throats  which  should  act  to  their  own 
disadvantage,  and  with  disadvantage  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Christian  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  the  pro- 
posed bill,  in  its  present  form,  be  strenuously  opposed  by  the 
chemists  and  druggists  present,  and  that  a  fund  be  raised  for 
the  purpose.  In  moving  the  amendment,  Mr.  Christian  said 
that  he  opposed  the  resolution  because  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
setting  class  against  class.  He  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  vSociety  for  many  years  ;  and  while  he  main- 
tained that  the  proposed  measure  was  grossly  oppressive,  he 
did  say  that  the  setting  medical  men  against  chemists  and 
druggists  was  very  unfair  to  the  former  body.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  he  did  not  know  anything 
at  all  about  the  United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists. 

Mr.  HoUier,  of  Dudley,  seconded  the  amendment,  and  in 
doing  so  said,  that  whilst  he  also  was  a  member  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  he  entirely  agreed  that  the  proposed 
measure  was  a;very  oppressive  one. 

Mr.  Dymond  and  Mr.  HoUier  each  affirmed  that  the 
Medical  Bill  was  permanently  shelved.  Mr.  Bird  said  that, 
at  any  rate,  it  would  be  well  to  adjourn  the  meeting  to  a 
mer  date,  until  a  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  which  is  called  up  for  the  17th  in 
London,  had  been  held.  He  moved  that  the  meeting  be  ad- 
journed until  the  27th  inst.  Mr.  Dymond  seconded  the 
amendment.  The  amendment  of  Mr.  Bird  was  lost  by  a  large 
majority.  Mr.  Christian  was  solus  in  the  divie^ion  upon  his 
own,  and  the  original  motion  was  carried  by  a  large  majority 
amid  much  confusion,  which  continued  until  the  close  of  the 
meeting.  It  was  resolved,—"  That  an  Act  of  Incorporation, 
fh!*^n  ^'^^  suggestion  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 

Rirnhl  ""^  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  is  most  de- 
TiPno   -I  meeting  would  urge  upon  the  trade  the 

necessity  of  a  combined  and  determined  effort  for  its  attain- 
to  '  ^"^^  opmion  of  the  meeting  be  made  known 
w  ine  l-harmaceutical  Society  and  the  Medical  Council,  with 
con^  iTf ^^^^  chemists  and  druggists  desired  to  be 
that  °"  measure  connected  with  their  interest ;  and 
tney  would  accept  no  proposition  which  did  not  recog- 


nize the  desirability  of  an  incorporation  of  the  whole  trade, 
and  giving  the  right  to  self-government;  and  that  copies  of 
the  resolution  of  that  meeting  and  the  objectionable  clauses 
in  the  Medical  Act,  with  the  suggestions  of  the  United  Society 
of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  be  forwarded  to  Mr.  Scholefield, 
M.P.,  to  Mr.  Bright,  M.P.,  and  to  the  members  of  Parliament 
in  the  counties  of  Worcester,  Wurvvick,  and  Stafford,  with 
the  request  that  they  will  withhold  their  sanction  from  any 
bill  acting  upon  chemists  and  di-uggists,  which  had  not  the 
sanction  of  the  United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists." 
These  propositions  were  carried  by  large  majorities,  and  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  the  sturmy  meeting. 

BOLTON. 

An  influential  meeting  of  the  Chemists  and  Driiggists, 
members  and  non-members  of  the  United  Society  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists,  was  held  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  on  Wedne.sday 
evening,  the  2nd  inst.,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  James 
Scowcroft,  senior  member  of  the  trade  in  this  town  ;  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  a  committee  appointed,  and  a  fund  com- 
menced for  the  formation  of  a  branch  society  to  act  in  concert 
with  the  Manchester  District  Association  of  the  United 
Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists.  A  most  unanimous  feel- 
ing pervaded  the  meeting  as  to  the  desirability  of  more  united 
action,  not  only  in  resisting  the  inroad  which  the  Medical 
Council  of  London  would  make  in  their  business — by  forcibly 
taking  from  thousands  of  chemists  and  druggists  the  right  to 
prepare  physicians'  prescriptions,  except  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances totally  incompatible  with  the  ideas  of  the  great 
bulk  of  the  chemists  and  druggists,  who  are  and  have  been  in 
business  many  years,  and  of  whom  many  are  men  of  high 
standing  in  the  trade,  who  have  carried  on  their  business 
with  honour  and  profit  to  themselves  and  credit  to  the  trade 
at  large — but  to  band  themselves  together  to  resist  at  any 
future  time  unjust  class-legislation.  The  Bolton  chemists  are 
fully  alive  to  the  necessity  of  raising  the  standing  and  qualifi- 
cation of  the  trade  or  profession  (under  whichever  designation 
it  may  come),  and  will  cordially  embrace  any  measure  that 
will  have  that  effect  without  materially  affecting  the  vested 
interests  of  those  now  in  business.    "  Unitate  Fortis." 

COVENTRT. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  United  Society  and  the 
trade  was  held  in  this  city,  on  the  2nd  inst.,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  obnoxious  clauses  of  the  proposed  Medical  Act. 
Mr.  Alderman  Wyley  presided  on  the  occasion,  and  called 
upon  Mr.  James  Hinds  to  introduce  the  business  of  the  meet- 
ing. In  doing  so,  Mr.  Hinds,  after  alluding  to  the  report  of  the 
meeting  held  recently  at  Dudley,  explained  the  verj' unjust 
character  of  the  proposed  bill,  *and  arbitrary  way  in  which 
the  interests  of  the  entire  body  of  chemists  and  druggists 
were  intended  to  be  dealt  with,  and  also  the  insulting  manner 
in  which  their  undoubted  right  of  self-government  was 
entirely  ignored.  After  a  discussion  upon  the  various  points 
thus  raised  for  consideration,  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
that  the  very  objectionable  character  of  the  proposed  Act 
should  be  pointed  out  to  the  members  of  Parliament  for  the 
city,  in  a  petition  embodying  the  same,-  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  support  its  prayer.  Amongst  the  gentlemen 
who  took  a  part  in  the  proceedings  Avere — Mr.  Alderman 
Wyley,  Mr.  Alderman  Jenkins,  and  Messrs.  Astley,  Bailey, 
Wingiave,  Field,  and  Hinds. 

HULL. 

The  Inaugural  Supper  of  the  Hull  Branch  of  the  United 
Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  was  held  at  the  George 
Hotel,  Whitefriargate,  on  Friday  evening,  the  11th  inst. 
Tlie  Mayor  of  Hull,  J.  Lumsden,  Esq.,  was  to  preside,  and  the 
Members  of  Parliament  for  the  borough  signified  their  inten- 
tion of  honouring  the.  society  by  their  pres'ehce.'  We  wi.l 
give  particulars  of  this  interesting  event  in  our  next. 

MAIDSTONE. 

On  the  10th  ult.  a  meeting  of  the  Chemists  and  Druggists 
was  held  at  the  Haunch  Hotel,  Mr.  Simpson  in  the  chair,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  measures  to  resist  the  unwarrantable 
interference  of  the  proposed  Medical  Act  with  the  trade. 

The  Chairman  briefly  stated  the  object  in  view,  and  after 
commenting  on  the  necessity  that  existed  for  co-operation,  in 
order  that  the  portion  of  tlic  bill  most  obnoxious  to  the  trade 
might  be  defeated,  concluded  by  remarking  that  we  had  a 
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proof  that  "unity  is  strenstli,"  inasmuch  as  the  part  of  thn 
proposed  monsure'  rclatinj^  to  pntont  medicines  bad  already 
been  expunged,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  determined  front 
presented  by  the  vendors  of  proprietary  nriicles.  It  tvns 
\ery  satisfactory  to  feel  that  he  was  surrounded,  withou' 
a  single  exception,  by  members  of  the  United  Society  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists. 

One  member  said,  for  his  part,  he  never  could  believe  that 
a  bill  would  be  permitted  to  pass  ignoring  so  utterly  existing 
interests  ;  but  it  was  well  to  be  forearmed,  as  the  passing  of 
such  ft  bill  into  a  law  was  not  impossible,  and,  whei»  too  late, 
chemists  might  find  themselves  in  the  position  of  frozen-out 
gardeners,  or,  like  Oihello,  with  their  occupiition  gone.  He 
thought  the  best  plan  would  be  to  ropy  from  the  Medical 
Bill  No.  .56  and  57  clauses,  and  to  forward  the  same  to  each 
of  the  Members  of  L'arliamerit  for  the  borough,  soliciting 
their  earnest  attention  to  the  mattter.  After  a  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  by  the  gentlemen  present,  it  was  voted 
unanimously  that  the  above  arrangement  should  be  adopted. 

Amongst  the  gentlemen  who  took  part  in  the  meeting  were 
Messrs  Fardon,  Cooper,  Wimble,  Price,  Cox,  Winson,  and 
HoUiday. 

NEWC\STLE-ON-TYNE. 

A  meeting  of  the  Newcastle  Local  Association  of  the  tJnited 
Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  was  held  at  the  Turk's 
Head  Hotel,  Grey-street,  on  Thursday,  the  18ih  ult.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Joseph  Fairs,  E<q  ,  who  opened  the 
proceedings  by  stating  that  the  meeting  had  been  called  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  certain  clauses  in  a  bill  intended 
to  be  introduced  into  Parliament  by  the  General  Medical 
Council,  and  affording  members  an  opportunity  of  entering 
their  protest  against  them.  He  called  their  attention  to  the 
coercive  and  mischievous  nature  of  those  claU'^es,  stigmatizing 
them  as  arbitrary  and  unjust,  and  urging  the  members  to 
tmite  as  one  man  in  resistance  to  a  measure  calculated  to 
annihilate  the  trade  of  nine-tenths  of  those  at  present  in 
business.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  paid  a  just  tribute 
to  those  who  originated  the  United  Society  of  Chemists  and 
Druggists  ;  and  especially  to  the  talented  and  indefa'igable 
Mr.  Buntt,  who  first  sounded  the  tocsin  in  this  district  and 
put  the  trade  on  their  guard  against  the  nefarious  scheme  of 
the  Medical  Council.  He  also  pointed  out  the  necessity  of 
contributing  liberally  to  the  Defence  and  Incorporation  Fund, 
as  a  duty  iiicumhent  upon  all  who  wished  to  preserve  their 
liberty  from  the  threatened  aggression  of  the  Medical  Council, 
and  all  other  enemies  of  their  legitim-.;te  rights  and  interests 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Eno  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Ward,  was  carried  unanimously  :—"  That 
this  meeting  having  learnt  that  in  a  bill  about  to  be  applied 
for  by  the  Medical  Council  during  the  present  fes-iun  of 
Parliament,  clauses  have  been  introdui'cd  seriously  affecting 
the  rights  and  interests  of  chemists  and  druggists,  and  whii  h, 
if  passed  into  a  law,  would  disqualify  nine-tenths  of  those  at 
pretent  engaged  in  business  from  pursuing  tlieir  lawful 
calling,  resolves,  that  so  unwarrantable  an  attempt  to  depiive 
B  large  body  of  respectable  trade  smen  of  the  privileges  they 
^'^'.'*  uitiierto  enjoyed,  by  suojecting  thrm  to  arbitrary  and 
unnecessary  tests  and  restrictions,  is  deserving  of  strong  con- 
demnation ;  and  this  meeting  pledges  itself  to  resist  by  every 
means  in  its  power  so  unjustifiable  an  invasion  of  rights,  just 
in  themselves,  and  which  the  Medical  Council  have  no  title 
to  interfere  with." 

The  following  resolution  was  next  proposed  by  Mr. 
Elliott:— "That  the  suggestions  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  United  .Society  ot  Chemists  and  Druggists  for  an  iiiror- 
poralion  of  the  trade  a'C  reasonable  and  just,  and  the  local 
BCCrelary  is  ber(?by  authorized  to  send  a  copv  of  this  reso- 
lution to  the  Right  Hon.  T.  E.  Ileadlam  and  Somerset  Beau- 
mont, Esq.,  the  13orougli  Members,  requesting  them  to  wiih- 
hold  their  snpporc  from  any  mea.sure  injurionsly  a!!ecling  tlv 
rights  of  chemist^  and  druggists,  until  it  has  been  submitted 
to  ihc  judgment  of  the  trade." 

In  moving  this  resolution,  Mr.  Elliott  said  that  the  pro- 
posed Aet  of  Incorporation  had  be.  n  well  devised,  and  if  it 
became  law,  it  would  be  to  them  a  sure  defence  a'^iniost  legis- 
l.Mive  interfercnee  vvith  their  existing  rights.  The  chemists 
in  Newcastle  and  other  towns  onglit  lo  do  all  in  their  i)owcr 
to  strengthen  the  United  Society,  and  Avork  vigor.iusly  to 
obtain  the  Act.  The  medical  men  should  \>  gi>bite  for  ihein- 
gelvefi,  and  leave  the  chetnists  and  druggists  to  do  likewise. 


It  was  much  to  be  desired  that  there  should  be  some  test  of 
qualification,  but  that  could  be  safely  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  chemists  and  druggists.  He  would  not  advise  his  hearers 
to  place  much  reliance  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  for 
its  action  with  respect  to  the  Juries  Bill  proved  that  it  would 
rather  obtain  special  privileges  for  pharmaceutical  chemists 
than  equal  rights  for  all  chemists  and  druggists.— The  reso- 
lution was  seconded  by  Mr.  Marley,  and  unanimously  car- 
ried. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  Ward  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Ridley  : — "  That  copies  of  these  resolutions,  and  an  account 
of  this  meeting,  be  sent  to  the  Editors  of  the  Ciiemist  and 
Druggist  and  Cliemical  yews,  with  a  request  that  they  will 
insert  the  same  in  the  next  number  of  their  publications."  — 
Carried  unanimously. 

A  fourth  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  S.  E.  Watson,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Ward,  was  as  follows  : — "  That  this  meet- 
ing be  adjourned  for  a  month  from  this  date  ;  that  the  thanks 
of  the  meeting  be  given  to  Mr.  Fairs  for  presiding,  and  that 
he  be  authorized  to  call  a  meeting  earlier  if  he  should  deem  it 
necessary."    This  was  also  carried  unanimously. 

A  subscription  was  then  entered  into  towards  the  Defence 
Fund,  which  %vas  liberally  responded  to  by  those  present. 
A  conversation  ensued  with  regard  to  calling  upon  those 
members  who  were  not  present  at  the  meeting,  to  solicit  their 
subscriptions  and  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  their 
attendance  at  the  next  meeting.  It  was  finally  arranged 
that  the  following  gentlemen  should  form  the  deptitation:  — 
Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Marlej',  and  Mr.  Brocket!  (local 
secretary). 

[We  cannot  find  space  for  the  report  of  the  meeting  at  the 
Potteries  referred  to  in  our  last.  Reports  of  meetings  at 
Preston  and  Liverpool  have  just  reached  us;  these  shall  be 
included  if  possible  in  our  April  number.] 


GENERAL  NEWS. 


THE  MANCHESTER  CHEMISTS  AND  THE  BRITISH  PHAU.VACOPCEIA. 

Our  Manchester  friends,  finding  that  the  peculiarities  of 
the  new  Pharmacopceia  present  perplexing  difficulties  to  the 
accurate  and  satisfactory  dispensing  of  prescriptions,  have 
taken  steps  to  promote  a  conversation  on  the  subject  between 
the  prescribers  and  dispensers  of  medicine.  Mr.  J.  T.  Slugg, 
who  is  always  wilbng  to  labour  for  the  advancenn  nt  of  our 
trade,  has  consented  to  deliver  a  lecture,  in  the  Hail  of  the 
Athenaeum,  this  afternoon  (March  15),  on  "The  British 
Pharmacopceia,  its  contents,  effects,  and  defects;"  and  at  the 
close  of  the  lecture  a  discussion,  will  take  place  as  to  the 
general  adoption  of  the  work  in  Manchester  and  its  vicinity. 
Medical  men  and  chemists  have  b€en  invited  to  attend,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  that  the  discussion  vt'ill  smootli  away  many 
difficulties. 

THE  CHEMISTS  OF  EDINBURGH  AND  THE  NEW  PHARMACOPCEIA. 

At  a  meoiing  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  held  in  5,  St. 
Andrew-square,  on  the  8th  ult.,  Mr.  Robertson  in  the  chair, 
tor  the  purpose  of  considering  the  changes  rendered  necessary 
by  the  publication  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  it  Avas 
agreed — 

1.  That  it  is  desirable  the  formulae  of  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia  be  adopted  as  speedily  as  possible.  As,  however, 
it  may  be  presumed  that  many  practitioners  will  continue  to 
preseiibe  by  the  old  formuhc,  in  order  to  guard  against 
mistakes,  it  is  recommended  in  the  meantime,  that  a  double 
set  of  bottles  be  kept  where  this  is  felt  to  be  necessary. 

2.  That  all  prescriptions  of  older  date  than  the  publication 
of  the  British  Pharmacopceia  be  dispensed  according  to  the 
formula!  then  existing. 

3.  'i'hat  when  a  prescription  is  now  dispensed,  and  any 
preparation  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  employed,  this  fact 
should  be  intimated  by  the  insertion  of  the  letters  B.P.  by 
the  party  by  whom  it  is  first  dispensed. 

4.  That  when  Liquor  Taraxiiei  is  ordered,  the  Succus 
Taraxaci  of  the  B.P,  is  to  be  given;  but  when  Extr..ctum 
Fluidum  Taraxaci  is  ordered,  the  dark-coloured  preparation 
is  to  be  used.  •  ■ 

6.  That  as  the  B.P.  contains  no  directions  as  to  the  division 
of  the  pill  masses,  it  is  agreed,  unless  otherwise  specially 
ordered,  that  all  the  pills  made  according  to  the  new  tormula) 
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■weigh  four  grains,  instead  of  five,  as  has  hitherto  been  the 
case,  with  ihc  following  exceptions  : — Pil.  Opii— Pil.  Calomel. 
Co. — and  Pil.  Ferri  Curb,  bacch. — which  shall  each  weigh 
five  grains. 

chemists'  and  druggists'  SOIKEE  at  GREENOCK. 

The  following  report  was  forwarded  to  us  by  a  clever 
member  of  the  trade  : — 

"  On  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  3rd  of  March,  it  was 
evident  to  all  that  something  unusual  was  astii'  with  the 
chemists  and  druggists  of  Greenock  and  their  assistants. 
As  eight  o'clock  drew  nigh,  apprentices  might  have  been 
seen  hastily  putting  up  shutters,  assistants  speedily  dis- 
missing their  customers,  and  even  the  masters  themselves,  in 
general  apathetic  as  to  the  early  closing  of  their  doors,  this 
evening,  at  least,  were  in  earnest.  Six  weeks  ago,  when  the 
idea  of  a  soir6e  was  first  mooted,  it  was  pooh-poohed  by 
those  who  should  have  been  foremost  in  giving  a  helping 
hand.  Ihe  manner  in  which  one  or  two  of  the  trade  acted  is 
anything  but  creditable.  Not  content  with  standing  aloof, 
they  did  all  ihey  could  to  disarrange  the  programme,  think- 
ing that,  if  unsuccessful  in  preventing  it  coming  off,  they 
might  at  least  mar  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening.  However, 
the  energy  of  the  committee  was  not  to  be  bafiled,  and  having 
obtained  Mr.  John  Fergusson's  consent  to  take  the  chair, 
every  arrangement  was  prosecuted  with  vigour,  and  the  even- 
ing of  the  3rd  March  saw  seated  in  the  Assembly  Rooms, 
Cathcart-street,  a  galaxy  of  beauty  which  did  credit  to  the 
profession,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  those  present. 

"  The  company,  which  numbered  nearly  200,  having  par- 
taken of  an  excellent  tea,  purveyed  by  Mr.  Borland,  Tem- 
perance Hotel,  the  chairman — who  on  rising  was  greeted  with 
rounds  of  applause — after  some  introductory  remarks,  pro- 
ceeded to  notice  the  special  need  for  organization  among 
cheniists,  by  referring,  in  humorous  terms,  to  the  dislike  the 
public  had  to  their  mixtures,  and  the  exaggerated  notions 
•which  prevailed  as  to  their  profits.   He  then  noticed  the  pro- 
posed bill  which  the  Medical  Council  are  threatening  to  intro- 
duw  into  Parliament,  and  which  is  intended  to  place  serious 
restrictions  on  the  trade :  he  urged  the  necessity  of  masters 
■C«nbining  together,  and  not  remaining  divided,  when  their 
atiterests  were  at  stake,  and  impressed  upon  assistants  and 
apprentices  the  urgency  of  forming  themselves  into  a  society, 
so  that  by  storing  their  minds  with  every  requirement  of  the 
trade,  they  might  be  enabled  to  act  their  part  in  the  battle  of 
life,  and  fearlessly  face  any  examination  that  might  be 
required  of  them.    He  also  exhorted  them  to  patience  and 
caution  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  as  to  attention  to 
their  employers'  interests,  to  being  regular  as  to  hours,  and 
to  studying  integrity,  justice  and  truth  in  all  their  actions. 
He  impressed  the  necessity  for  leisure  time  being  usefully 
Spent,  and  no  better  relaxation  could  be  recommended  than 
that  attbrded  by  the  sweet  refinements  of  literature.  He 
Concluded  in  some  humorous  remarks,  being  certain  that 
•young  ladies  w  ould  have  the  good  sense  to  enable  them  to 
appreciate  the  immeasurable  superiority  of  the  man  diligent  in 
business  over  the  simpleton  whose  rnind  was  taken  up  by 
coining  soft  words  and  tender  phrases,  the  meaning  of  which 
was  no  plainer  to  him  than  a  dream  of  cloudland.  During 
^e  evening  songs  and  duets  were  sung  by  Messrs.  J.  A. 
Burn,  O.  Bussey,  Colin  Campbell,  Stephen  Young,  and  Miss 
Lamb,  which  were  well  received.    Mr.  Young  so  ably  sus- 
tained the  comic  department  as  to  be  encored  in  all  his  songs  ; 
his  make-up  was  truly  excellent,  and  tlie  natural  manner  in 
•wluch  each  character  was  assumed,  together  with  the  nevcr- 
endmg  trade  allusions,  so  enraptured  the  audience,  that  we 
are  assured  u  will  not  be  the  committee's  fault  if  Mr.  Stephen 
itoung  does  not  grace  the  next  soiree  of  the  chemists  and 
druggists  of  Greenock. 

"  Mr.  M'William,  manufacturing  chemist,  also  gave  an 
aoaress  on  chemistry,  in  its  social  and  domestic  phases, 
wmch  added  not  a  little  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening. 
Ai  the  close,  votes  of  thanks  were  moved  by  Mr.  Fraser,  to 
ine  musical  entertainers  ;  by  Mr.  Macnaught,  to  the  committee 
nh"^^™^"''  li^rgess  replying  ;  and  by  Dr.  Fox.  to 
ihl  hTli""""-  In'mediately  on  smging  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  " 
"^T^  "^■'^^'^  ^'^'^  dancing,  which  was  kept  up  with 
\Vaiio  , '-''^  morning,  to  the  excellent  music  of  Mr. 

Wallace's  quadrille  band." 


The  rrescriher' s  Analysis  of  the  Brilish  ritarmacopmia.  By 
J.  BiRKHECK  Nevins,  M.D.  Lond.,  Lecturer  on  Materia 
Medica  in  the  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary  School  of  Medi- 
ciiip.    London  :  John  Churchill  and  Sons.    Price  2s.  6d. 
This  is  one  of  that  nice  series  of  useful  little  books  published 
by  Messrs.  Churchill.  It  contains  ninety-one  pages  of  valuable 
information,  condensed  into  such  small  compass  that  it  can 
be  conveniently  carried  in  the  pocket,  and,  therefore,  may  be 
always  at  hand  for  reference.    The  book  commences  w  iih  afew 
introductory  remarks,  in  which  the  author  states  that  "  the 
object  ot  the  present  analysis  is  to  enable  the  pvesciiber,  at  a 
glance,  to  see  v\hether  any  change  has  been  made  in  the 
formulse  that  he  has  been  accustomed  to  use,  and  if  so,  what 
is  its  nature  and  extent."    The  principal  contents  of  the  work 
may  be  thus  enumerated  :  a  "  list  of  important  alterations 
of  strengih  or  composition  in  medicines  which  still  retain 
their  old  names  unchanged;"  a  "general  outline  of  changes 
in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  classified  ;"  a  short  notice  respect- 
ing the  "  change  of  weights  ;"  a  "list  of  medicines  in  modem 
use  which  have  not  been  admitted  into  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia;" a  "list  of  medicines  and  preparations  introduced 
into  the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  which  were  not  previously  con- 
tained in  either  the  London,  Dublin,  or  Edinburgh  Phar- 
macopoeias, with  their  doses  and  properties  ;"  a  "  list  of  sub- 
stances and  preparations,  omitted  fiom  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, w-hich  were  formerly  in  the  London,  Dublin,  or 
Edinburgh  Pharn.acopceias ;"  a  "  general  list  of  differences 
between  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  and  those  of  the  London, 
Dublin,  or  Edinburgh,  including  both  additions,  omissions, 
and  alterations,  either  of  name,  strength,  or  ingredients,  and 
the  doses;"  and,  lastly,  some  " formulae  illustrative  of  the 
alterations  required  in  prescribing  by  the  new  or  altered  medi- 
cines, preparations,  and  symbols  now  tmployed  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia."    Under  their  appropriate  heads,  the  author 
gives  the  strength,  doses,  and  uses  of  the  new  preparations  ; 
and  in  those  that  have  undergone  alterations  in  strength  or 
composition,  the  changes  that  have  been  effected  are  concisely 
and  clearly  pointed  out.    In  the  general  list,  and  the  list  of 
omissions,  the  Pharmacopana  in  which  the  substances  or 
preparations  were  official  is  denoted  by  the  appendage  of  the 
initial  letter  of  the  respective  college  to  which  it  belonged. 
Throughout  the  work  we  meet  with  many  useful  little  hints, 
and  imagine  the  list  of  formulce  will  frequently  be  found 
serviceable.    The  alphabetical  arrangement  in  the  different 
lists  will  facilitate  reference.    The  only  defects  we  notice  are 
a  few  in  the  printing,  which  have  escaped  the  vigilance  of 
the  proof  corrector.    We  doubt  not  but  that  this  little  work, 
will  prove  a  valuable  companion  to  many  a  practitioner. 

A  Dictionary  of  Chemistry,  etc.    By  Henry  Waits,  B.A.. 

Part  XIII.  Glucose — Gytge.  Longmans.  2s.  6d. 
This  part  completes  the  second  volume  and  the  letter  G. 
The  Index  gives  references  to  nearly  two  thousand  subjects 
which  come  in  the  alphabetical  arrangement  between  Con- 
hydrine,  one  of  the  alkaloids  of  hemlock,  and  Gytge,  a  peculiar 
mud  found  in  Norway.  The  most  interesting  articles  in  the 
present  part  are  those  on  Glycerin,  Gums,  Gunpowder,  Gutta- 
percha, and  Gold- assaying.  The  last  is  a  detailed  account  of 
the  assay  process  in  its  highest  refinements  as  practised  in 
the  Government  mints.  The  author  is  Mr.  Jevons,  who  lately 
held  the  position  of  gold-assayer  in  the  Sydney  Royal  Mint. 
When  Mr.  Watts  does  not  deal  with  a  subject  himself,  he 
gets  a  writer  who  has  made  it  his  peculiar  study  to  take  it  in 
hand. 

Microscopic  Teachings.    By  the  Honourable  Mrs.  Ward. 

London :  Groombridge  and  Sons.  Price  7s.  6d. 
So  large  a  number  of  the  readers  of  the  Chemist  and 
Druggist  are  practical  microscopic  observers,  and  accustomed 
to  employ  their  microscopes  to  ascertain  the  purity  of  the 
drugs  they  dispense,  that  we  are  always  desirous  of  keeping 
them,  as  the  Americans  say,  well  posted  up  in  microscopic 
intelligence.  We  have  much  plca»uro,  thirefore,  ii»  direct- 
ing their  attention  to  the  Avork  of  Mrs.  Ward,  which 
occupies  an  intermediate  place  between  the  very  abstruse 
treatises  of  Quekett  and  Bcale,  and  the  more  popular 
smaller  books  which  are  of  little  real  value  to  the  praetic.il 
worker. 
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"Microscopic  Teachings"  contains  a  verj' useful  descrip- 
tion of  the  general  arrangements  of  the  microscope,  of  the 
method  of  using  it,  and  its  accessory  apparatus.  Good  and 
reliable  diiections  arc  also  given  as  to  the  best  method  of 
mounting  objects  ;  and  then  follow  a  series  of  chapters  on 
the  mode  of  exhibiting  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  reptiles 
and  fishes ;  on  animalcules,  and  on  vegetable  and  animal 
productions,  etc. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  -work  is  a  series  of 
coloured  plates  of  unusual  excellence.  Those  exhibiting 
the  circulation  in  animals  arc  of  extreme  beauty;  the  work 
is  also  abundantly  supplied  with  woodcuts,  and  constitutes 
a  most  useful  and  elegant  addition  to  the  microscopic 
literature  of  the  day. 

*,  *  We  have  received  from  Messrs.  Churchill  a  Toxicological 
Chart  by  Mr.  Stowe,  which  exhibits  at  one  view  the  symptoms, 
treatment,  and  mode  of  detecting  the  various  mineral, 
vegetable,  and  animal  poisons ;  and  from  Dr.  Odling,  a 
valuable  series  of  Tables  of  Chemical  Formula;.  These  two 
publications  are  far  too  important  to  be  dismissed  with  a  few 
words,  and,  as  we  have  little  sijace  left,  we  must  keep  our 
praises  for  our  next  number. 


10  HOWS  VENTILATING  PHOTOGRAPHIC  TENT. 
-Mr.  How,  of  Foster-lane,  has  recently  perfected  an  improved 
form  of  pliotographic  tent,  which  is  remarkable  for  its 
lightness,  portability,  and  extreme  convenience  in  use. 

The  entire  tent  when  packed  occupies  the  small  space 
of  2  feet  in  width,  18  inches  in  depth  by  6  inches  in  thick- 
ness, and  weighs  only  20  pounds,  not  being  as  large  or  as 

heavy  as  a  well-filled 
carpet  bag,  which  it  ex- 
ceeds in  the  convenience 
of  carriage.  When  re- 
quired for  use  the  tent 
can  be  set  up  in  less 
than  two  minutes.  The 
lid  of  the  case  when 
raised  forms  the  front  of 
the  tent ;  this  contains  a 
sliding  window,  A\hich 
either  admits  air,  white 
or  yellow  light  at  plea- 
sure. The  covering  of 
the  tent  which  is  three- 
fold, and  perfectly  opaque 
even  to  the  most  intense 
sunlight,  is  supported  at 
the  sides  by  two  slender 
forked  iron  rods,  of  the 
most  simple  yet  efficient  con- 
struction, which  cannot  get 
out  of  order  with  any  fair 
amount  of  usage. 

The  interior  of  the  tent 
discloses  a  complete  photo- 
graphic operating  -  room. 
Above,  in  front,  is  a  shelf  for 
the  chemicals  required,  on 
the  left  is  the  nitrate  bath, 
and  there  is  the  ample  work- 
ing-space of  two  feet  in 
width.  One  great  feature 
in  the  tent  is  the  facility 
with  which  it  is  capable  of 
being  ventilated  ;  the  sliding 
window  admits  a  current  of 
fresh  air,  and  as  the  covering 
is  capable  of  being  instantly 
thrown  over  the  top,  the 
wliole  interior  is  exposed  as 
shown  in  Figure  2  in  less  than  a  couple  of  seconds  ;  hence,  its 
coolness  compared  with  the  hot,  suffocating,  close  atmosphere 
of  the  older  contrivances  is  remarkable. 

The  accompanying  engravings  illustrate  the  entire  arrange- 


ment  of  this  cheap,  efficient,  and  portable  apparatus. 
Figure  1  shows  the  tent  both  when  packed,  and  when  erected 
on  its  tripod-stand  for  use.  Figure  2,  the  arrangement  of  the 
interior. 

AVe  cannot  imagine  any  more  useful  apparatus  for  all  out- 
door workers  in  photography. 

GORE'S  GAS  FURNACES. 
In  the  Cuemist  and  Dbuoci.st  for  August,  1863,  we  gave  a 
brief  description  of  a  new  patent  Gas  Furnace  by  Mr.  G. 
Gore,  of  Birmingham.  The  principle  of  this  furnace  has 
since  been  applied  upon  a  much  larger  magnitude,  and 
furnaces  on  a  commercial  scale  are  now  in  use  at  the  electro- 
plate manufactory  of  Messrs.  Elkington,  Birmingham,  and 
elsewhere.  These  larger  furnaces  as  at  present  constructed 
are  capable  of  melting  about  400  ounces  of  silver,  copper, 
gold,  German  silver,  or  if  desirable  even  cast-iron.  The 
amount  of  coal-gas  consumed  in  one  of  these  furnaces  varies 
from  300  to  400  cubic  feet  per  hour.  With  a  consumption  of 
360  feet  per  hour  the  following  results  have  been  obtained  : — 
266  ounces  of  sterling  silver  were  perfectly  melted  within 
twenty-five  minutes  from  the  period  of  lighting  the  gas  in  the 
cold  furnace,  and  the  metal  was  sufficiently  hot  to  cast  for 
rolling  in  twenty  minutes  more.  A  second  quantity  of  266 
ounces  of  the  same  metal  was  then  introduced,  and  was 
perfectly  melted  in  eleven  minutes,  with  a  consumption  of 
sixty-six  cubic  feet  of  gas,  value  twopence,  the  price  of 
gas  being  two  shillings  and  eightpence  per  1,000  feet ;  in  a 
further  period  of  fifteen  minutes  the  metal  was  sufficiently 
hot  to  cast  for  rolling.  A  quantity  (116  ounces)  of  German 
silver  was  then  introduced  and  melted  in  fifteen  minutes,  and 
after  twenty-eight  minutes  longer  heating,  various  highly 
figured  articles  were  cast  in  it  in  a  most  perfect  manner. 

The  use  of  this  furnace  is  extending  rapidly,  the  smaller  sizes 
being  much  used  by  dentists,  jewellers,  analytical  chemists, 
assayers,  enamellers,  and  others  ;  in  consequence  of  their 
readily  fusing  silver,  gold,  copper,  glass,  or  even  cast-iron, 
without  the  aid  of  a  bellows  or  lofty  chimney,  by  simply 
lighting  the  gas  ;  and  the  crucible  and  its  contents  being  at 
all  times  protected  from  the  air,  and  yet  perfectly  accessible 
for  examination,  stirring,  removal,  &c.  The  burners  of  the 
larger  sized  furnaces  are  formed  of  a  series  of  plates  of  cast- 
hon,  and  may  be  readily  removed  from  the  furnace  and 
employed  to  heat  a  retort,  muffle,  reverberatory  chamber,  or 
other  apparatus  Avhere  intense  heat  is  required.  It  is  intended 
to  apply  them  to  the'  heating  of  steam-boilers,  and  welding 
articles  of  wrought-iron. 

The  safety  of  these  furnaces,  their  regularity  and  self- 
supplying  action,  and  perfect  freedom  from  dust  and  smoke, 
render  them  advantageous  in  such  processes  as  enamelling, 
annealing,  &c.,  where  cleanliness  and  uniformity  of  heat  are 
required.  Their  high  degree  of  heat  without  the  aid  of  a 
blast  results  from  the  very  rapid  and  perfect  mixture  of  the 
air  and  gas,  the  combustion  being  consequently  effected  and 
concentrated  in  a  very  small  space. 

RIMMEL'S  TERCENTENARY  MEMORIALS. 

Mu.  RiMJtEi,  seems  to  have  monopolized  the  speciality  of 
producing  articles  of  perfumery  appropriate  to  the  time  and 
season.  On  one  occasion  it  is  a  Perfume  Vaporizer,  then  an 
Alexandra  bridal  fountain,  at  Christmas  perfume  crackers, 
and  riow  a  scries  of  Tercentenary  keepsakes,  which,  we  pledge 
our  reputation  as  prophets,  will  be  far  more  popular  with  the 
customers  of  our  subscribers  than  all  the  designs  of  Dixon 
and  Co.  are  to  those  o{  i\\c  Aiheixnum. 

The  TEacENTENAiiY  Golden  Locket  is  ah  oval-scented 
charm,  embossed  with  the  face  of  the  bard  on  one  side,  and 
with  his  coat  of  arms  on  the  other. 

The  Baud  of  Avon's  Perfume  is  a  bottle  in  neat  box,  the 

label  bearing  the  following  ajjpropriate  quotation : — 

"  Like  tlio  sweet  south 
Breathing  upon  a  bank  of  violets, 
Stenliug  and  giving  odour. " 

The  Shakespeare  Sachet  is  a  very  pretty  lace  envelope, 
with  a  photograph  of  the  poet. 

The  Shakespeaue  .Soi'a-enib  is  also  a  sachet,  but  is  more 
elegant,  being  printed  on  satin  ;  it  also  contains  n  "  carte  de 
visite"  of  Mr.  William  yhakcspearo,  with  appropriate  quota- 
tions from  his  works. 

We  should  think  these  articUs  de  lure  likely  to  meet  the 
taste  of  the  public  during  the  Shakespearian  excitement  that 
will  reach  its  climax  during  the  month  of  April. 
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"  VIGIL ' 


ON  THE  PROPOSED  NEW 
MEDICAL  BILL. 


The  following  letter,  mentioned  in  our  last,  -was  published  in 
the  columns  of  a  contempoiary  more  than  a  month  ago,  but 
vre  lay  it  before  our  readers  to  remind  them  of  the  position  of 
parties  before  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  determined  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  doing  something  for  the  protection  of 
the  legitimate  interests  of  chemists  and  druggists. : — 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  "tHE  DAILY  TELEQRATH." 

Sib, — In  the  exercise  of  that  wi^e  discretion  which  distinguishes  the 
conduct  of  TUe  Daily  2\Utjraph,  j-ou  admitted  into  your  columns  a  letter 
from  "  A  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  which  has  been  followed  by  a  number 
■of  others,  more  remaikable  for  the  personal  views  and  party  spirit  which 
pervade  them  than  for  any  comprehensive  and  lucid  discussion  of  the 
question  at  issue.  Indeed,  I  fear  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for 
your  uninitiated  readers  to  conceive,  from  anything  they  might  gather 
from  those  letters,  what  that  question  is.  It  may,  therefore,  save  gome 
Taluable  time,  and  valuable  talent  too,  and  help  the  public  to  a  right  judg- 
ment ui>on  the  subject,  to  put  it  thus  :  "Is  it  right  and  needful  for  public 
protection  against  incompetent  dispensers  of  drugs,  that  all  chemists  and 
druggists  should  be  placed  under  the  control  of,  and  be  made  tributary 
to,  the  Medical  Council?"  Permit  me,  however,  before  I  briefly  touch 
upon  the  question  thus  fairly  put,  to  remove  some  of  the  fallacies  with 
which  it  has  been  encumbered. 

The  so-called  New  Medical  Bill  is  not  an  authorised  proposal  of  the 
Medical  Council.  Ithasnot  even  the  sanction  of  an  unanimous  Committee 
of  that  Council;  but  it  is  the  production  of  a  section  of  the  Committee, 
who  have  been  encouraged  to  give  it  publicity  with  the  view,  no  doubt,  to 
sound  the  public,  and  to  feel  the  pulse  of  the  patient  body  of  chemists  and 
druggists.  It  is  not  true  that  the  United  Society  of  Chemist^  and  Drug- 
gists have  any  object  antagonistic  either  to  the  Medical  or  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council.  They  simply  seek  to  defend  themselves  from  injustice, 
whilst  earnestly  working  for  such  a  reform  of  the  tr.ade  as  the  public  have 
a  right  to  expect.  It  is  not  true,  as  stated  by  your  correspondent 
"W.  H.,"  that  "the  United  Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists  defeated 
by  their  clamour  the  Side  of  Poisons  Bill."  That  is  a  fabrication.  It  is 
assumed  that  the  chemists  and  druggists  are  opposed  to  the  princi])le  of 
examination.  That  also  is  not  true.  They  not  only  approve  of  examina- 
tion, but  they  would  make  that  examination  compulsory  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
regiettod  that  any  of  your  correspondents  should  occupy  the  attention  of 
your  readers  upon  such  an  assumption. 

It  is  further  assumed  by  those  who  write  in  the  interests  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  that  voluutai-y  examination,  as  conducted  by  them,  is 
all  that  is  required.  Twenty-two  years'  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  has  proved  that  to  be  a  fallacy.  Voluntary  exami- 
nation can  do  nothing  to  prevent  incompetent  persons  from  coming  into 
the  trade,  which  is  the  real  evil.  Therefore  the  reaiody  wanted  is  the 
power  of  a  compulsory  examination  to  prevent  them.  As  it  is,  were  every 
■chemist  and  druggist  in  the  kingdom  to  come  up  to  London  to  be  exa- 
mined, and  to  carry  bis  diploma  back  with  him  for  the  admiring  gaze  of 
the  public,  that  would  not  prevent  a  legion  of  incompetent  druggists 
entering  the  ti-ade  on  the  following  day. 

I  now  go  to  the  main  question — What  right  have  the  Medical  Council  to 
interfere  with  the  chemist-s  and  druggists?  None.  That  they  themselves 
acknowledge.  They  are  even  pledged  not  to  do  so.  They  have  no  right 
upon  the  ground  of  legislative  sanction.  If  that  sanction  had  been  given, 
the  Legislature  would,  in  common  justice,  have  incorponrted  the  trade,  as 
the  apothecaries  were  incorporated  under  similar  circumstances,  and  given 
them  a  voice  upon  the  Council  which  should  govern  them  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  medical  body.  They  have  no  right,  even  upon  the  ground 
of  a  community  of  interests;  for  the  Interests  of  those  they  represent— 
especially  the  shop-keeping  doctors — is  to  drive  every  dispensing  chemist 
ftom  his  trade.  And  what  says  equity  to  this  proposal  ?  Is  it  just  that  an 
incorporated  and  privileged  body  should  have  despotic  power  over  an 
unincorporated  and  non-privileged  body  of  35,000  men,  with  thoirappren- 
tices  and  a.ssistants?  Clearly  the  Medical  Council  have  no  right  to  the 
sought-for  interference  on  the  ground  of  public  safety.  The  public  claim 
to  select  the  bank  in  which  to  deposit  their  money,  and  they  will  claim  to 
choose  the  druggist  in  whose  hands  they  will  confide  the  issues  of  life  and 
health. 

They  will,  hero  in  England  at  least,  not  only  choose  their  own  cheap 
doctor,  but  they  will  have  cheap  i^hysio  too.  They  want  no  privileged 
practitioners,  but  competent  dispensers.  Were  this  scheme  of  the  doctors 
to  become  law,  it  would  prove  a  monopoly.  How  would  the  poor  fare 
under  a  medical  despotism — the  poor  woman  with  an  ailing  baby  in  her 
arm.s,  and  twopence  in  her  pocket— the  jioor  labourer,  with  rheumatism 
hi  his  bones,  and  no  work — the  poor  mechanic,  di.saljicd  by  a  cut  or  a 
sprain?  How,  I  ask,  would  the  milli.9ns  of  our  poorpopulation,  with  their 
mnumerable  ailments,  be  benefited  by  such  an  arrangement?  Benefited  ! 

M  ^  ^''^^  witnessed  medical  abuse  of  poww,  as  the  law  now  stands, 
will  shudder  to  think  how  our  virtuous  and  iudustrioiis  masses,  who  are 
too  poor  to  go  to  the  doctor,  and  too  proud  to  go  to  the  di.4pcn.'>ary,  would 
fare  if  forced  to  seek  relief  from  suffering  at  the  hands  of  doctors  by  law 
provided. 

Allow  me  now  to  invite  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the  "Sugges- 
tions '  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Society  of  Chemists  and 
Druggists  for  a  proposed  Act  of  Incorixiration  of  the  trade,  whicli  I  tliiiik 
you  and  they  will  aiiroa  is  both  practicable  and  just.  It  was  with  a  praise- 
worthy determination  to  giapplo  with  the  evil  which  the  Pharmaceutical 
i^ouncil  have  permitted  to  fester  and  swell  without  .in  efTort  to  reduce  it, 
luat;  the  Committee  placed  these  suggestions  before  tlie  trade  in  tlio  fol- 
lowing words:— "That  tha  Act  shall  bo  ba.sod  upon  a  recognition  of  all 
Claimants  to  an  interest  in  the  trade  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  until  six 
months  after  the  passing  of  the  said  Act.  That  after  such  date  it  .shall  bo 
mcunibont  upon  all  who  enter  the  trade  of  a  chemist  .and  druggist  to 
undergo  an  examination  by  a  Board  of  Examiners  duly  a|)pointod.  Tliat 
tlic  examination  shall  bo  of  the  following  order  and  kind  ;— 1.  Proof  of 
naving  served  an  apprenticeship  of  not  less  than  five  years  (exemption 
"om  tliis  only  to  be  allowed  under  special  and  woll-dcfinod  onndltions  for 
otQorwiso  securing  the  practical  knowledge  required).  2.  Ability  to  read 
prescriptions  with  oa.se  and  accuracy.  3.  A  comi)etent  knowledge  of  all 
unigs  m  genoroi  use,  with  their  doses."   Then  follow  suggestions  for  the 


working  of  the  Act,  and  the  expressed  desire  of  the  Committee  not  to 
interfere  with  the  chartered  privileges  of  the  Phai-maceutical  Society. 

Those  "suggoatious"  were  printed  in  the  form  of  a  circular  and  distri- 
buted amongst  the  trade  six  weeks  before  the  proposed  new  Medical  Bill 
appeared  in  the  Lancet,  and  I  leave  your  re.aders  to  judge  of  the  animus 
which  could  dictate  such  a  procedure,  as  well  as  of  the  degree  of  security 
it  aflbrdsfor  that  impartiality,  prudence,  and  equity  which  should  distin- 
guish its  promoters,  when  it  is  added  that  the  Executive  i  'ommittee  of  the 
United  Society,  so  far  from  being  consulted,  were  left  in  ignorance  of  the 
proposal  until  it  came  before  the  puljlic. 

Having  now  pointed  out  the  evil  of  the  trade,  as  generally  admitted,, 
and  the  remedy  as  suggested  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United 
Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  permit  me  as  briefly  as  possible  to 
.answer  the  question  raised  by  the  Editor  of  the  Pliannacetdical  Journal  in 
relation  to  the  registration  of  the  trade,  in  langu.age  so  simjile  that  it  might 
induce  a  smile  were  it  not  for  the  miscliievoiLs  hint  which  lurks  beneath 
it.  Who  is  to  do  it?  The  public  require  .some  security  agiin.st  incompe- 
tent druggists.  Tho  Legislature  is  of  much  tlie  same  opinion.  The  Phar- 
maceutical Council  say,  "  Compel  them  to  come  to  us ;  we  will  examino 
them."  "  No,"  say  the  Medical  Council,  "we  will  both  examine  and  tax 
them."  Were  this  a  mere  question  of  duty,  it  is  much  to  be  doubled  whe- 
ther either  Council  would  care  a  jot  about  it ;  but  there  are  35,000  chemists 
and  druggists,  and  possibly  as  many  again  assistants  and  apprentices, 
suggestive  of  an  annual  income  of  from  £30,000  to  £60,000. 

Who  is  to  do  it?  Will  you,  the  Medical  Coiuicil,  do  it;  or  sh.all  we,  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council,  do  it?  or  sh;iU  we  divide  the  power  and  the  profit 
between  us?  Neither  of  you  shall  "  do  it,"  is  the  indignant  rejoinder  of 
the  trade.  The  chemists  and  druggists  of  the  north  of  England  echo  this 
as  the  unanimous  vcdict  of  the  .south;  at  London,  Manchester,  Bristol, 
Bath,  Newcastle,  Sunderland,  Scarb  .rough,  York,  Leeds,  Sheffield,  Hull, 
Nottingham,  Bolton,  Oldham, 'Wals.all,  and  many  ot'  er  towns,  the  che- 
mists and  druggists  havO  met,  and  decreed  and  recorded  that  neither  the 
Medical  Council  nOr  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  Shall  reign  over  them.  , 
 I  um.  Sir,  yoms,  Src, 

Vian," 


MORE  TRADE  SWINDLING. 


A  SUBSCRIBEH,  residing  in  Nottingham  sends  us  a  report  of 
the  examination  of  one  Thomas  Jarvis,  who  was  brought 
before  the  magistrates  charged  with  practising  frauds  in  the 
oil  trade.  It  appears  that  the  prisoner  in  November  last 
called  on  Mr.  R.  Wilks,  a  chemist,  residing  at  Lenton,  and 
said  that  .his  son  was  a  manufacturer  of  neai's-foot  oil  ia 
Derby,  and  being  "hard  up"  was  willing  to  sell  at  a  lo-W 
price.  He  produced  a  sample,  -which  Mr.  "Wilks  examined 
and  found  to  be  genuine  oil.  A  bargain  was  struck.  The 
prisoner  brought  ten  gallons  of  something  that  closely 
resembled  the  sample,  and  after  signing  a  receipt  with  the 
name  of  "  James  Wood,"  walked  away  with  £2  in  his  pocket. 
Some  time  afterwards,  Mr.  Wilks  discovered  that  the  stuff 
he  had  purchased  was  not  oil,  but  a  factitious  article,  quite 
useless  for  the  purposes  of  oil.  He  also  discovered  that 
"James  Wood,  of  Parker-street,  Derby,"  was  a  mythical 
person.  Mr.  Bishop,  a  lace  manufacturer  at  Lenton,  was 
also  taken  in  by  the  same  story  and  the  same  sample,  and 
purchased  twenty-two  gallons  of  the  factitious  oil  at  five 
shillings  a  gallon,  the  usual  price  of  neat's-foot  oil  being 
about  six  shillings  and  sixpence  a  gallon.  ' 

Samples  of  the  composition  were  sent  to  Mr.  Ather-f 
ton,  E.C.S.,  of  Nottingham,  for  analysis,  and  this  gentleman 
found  that  the  greater  part  of  each  sample  consisted  of  the 
vegetable  jelly  of  Irish  moss  with  a  little  colouring  matter  to 
give  it  the  appearance  of  neat's-foot  oil.  The  value  of  this 
jelly  was  about  threepence  per  gallon,  and  that  of  the  whole 
compound,  which  contained  a  small  quantity  of  neat's-foot 
oil,  about  fivepence  per  gallon.  The  swindler  was  eventually 
caught,  and  at  his  residence  in  Birmingham  a  quantity  of 
palm  oil,  the  colouring  ingredient  of  the  composition,  was 
discovered.    The  prisoner  has  been  committed  for  trial. 

We  call  attention  to  this  swindler  as  manj'  of  ouv  country 
subscribers  deal  in  neat's-foot  oil,  and  may  be  visited  by  the 
partner  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  who  it  appears  is  still  at  large. 


Minor  Usus  of  Glycerine. — Glycerine  may  be  employed, 
instead  of  common  salt,  for  preserving  untanned  skins  and 
hides,  especially  when  intended  for  exportation,  and  there- 
fore requiring  rapid  means  of  applying  a  preserving  agent. 
Paste,  cement,  mortar,  mastic,  and  other  matters,  especially 
when  intended  for  daily  use,  may  be  treated  with  glycerme 
in  order  to  keep  them  in  a  suitably  damp  condition :  this 
treatment  will  also  have  the  effect  of  preserving  them  from 
frost.  Vesicatory  or  blister  paper,  lint  and  textile  fabrics, 
particularly  cloth,  rags,  and  bandages  intended  ior  medical 
or  surgical  purposes,  may  be  treated  with  glycerine  to  render 
them  absorbent.  As  glycerine  never  freezes,  and  is  not 
altered  by  exposure  to  tho  air,  it  may  be  advantageously 
applied  as  a  lubricator  for  delicate  machinery,  such  as  clock- 
work.—  Watts' a  Did.  of  Chemhtry. 
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THE  PH.^RMACEUTICAL  COUNCIL  AND  THE 
UNITED  SOCIETY  OE  CHEMISTS  AND  DRUGGISTS. 


It  is  with  true  regret  that  republish  the  following  facts 
bearing  upon  the  relations  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
with  the  trade  generally,  and  deduce  from  them,  the  only  con- 
clusions po.ssible  under  the  circumstances. 

We  commence  with  the  correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
taries of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  of  the  United 
Society  of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  printed  in  our  monthly 
budget  of  news  (page  31). 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  letters  that,  in  accordance  with 
the  loudly-expressed  wLshes  of  the  trade  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  United 
Society  proposed  to  hold  a  conference  with  the  Council  of  the 
Pharraaceatical  Society  relative  to  the  proposed  Medical 
Bill.  Such  a  conference,  with  combined  and  cordial  co- 
operation as  a  result,  would,  we  are  sure,  haA'e  met  with  the 
unanimous  good  wishes  of  the  trade  at  large.  The  chemists 
and  druggists  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  were  content  to  believe  that  that  Society  really  was 
at  last  going  to  work  in  earnest  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  entire  trade,  and  to  aid  them  in  fixing  their  commercial 
rights  on  a  sure  foundation.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
had  already,  in  an  apparently  disinterested  manner,  expressed 
its  serious  intention  of  defending  to  the  utmost  the  liberties 
of  the  general  body  :  what,  therefore,  was  more  natural  than 
that  the  non-members  of  the  Society  should,  through  their 
official  motJithpiece,  desire  to  co-operate  with  them  in  their 
well-intentioned  scheme?  Any  one  with  the  smallest  amount 
of  common  sense  would  have  supposed  that  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council  would  have  jumped  at  such  a  proposal  :  imtead 
of  which,  they-  coolly  ignore  the  existence  of  the  United 
Society,  and  practically  deny  its  right  to  join  with  them  in  a 
work  with  which  its  members  only  can  have  any  interest. 

In  an  article  in  our  lust  Nuniber  we  expressed  our  firm 
belief  that  the  disinterested  conduct  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  was  really  a  trap  to  work  harm  to  non-memhers  of 
the  Society,  in  spite  of  all  the  offers  of  help  which  have 
proceeded  fiom  them  during  the  past  three  or  four  month.>^, 
and  which  were  so  strangely  at  variance  with  their  former 
conduct  and  opinions. 

So  far  tho  Council  has  acted  oddly  enough  ;  but  more 
lemains  behind,  and  the  following  facts  will,  we  think,  prove 
to  our  readers  that  if  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  this 


c  mntry  are  anxious  to  see  their  rights  and  liberties  as 
citizens  and  traders  preserved,  they  had  better  reflect  before 
they  trust  their  case  in  the  hands  of  those  who  wish  to 
arrogate  to  themselves  special  privileges. 

The  attentive  reader  of  the  fly-leaves  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Phtimaceitticjl  Journal  will  have  noticed  that  a  requisi- 
tion, higned  by  nearly  300  town  and  country  members,  was 
presenteil  to  the  Council  of  the  Society,  lequesting  that  a 
general  meeting  of  the  members  might  be  called,  "for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  expediency  of  an  immediate  appli- 
cation to  Parliament  for  an  amended  Pharmacy  Act,  by  which 
(following  the  precedent  of  the  Apothecaries  Act)  the  legiti- 
mate interests  of  those  already  in  business  shottld  he  protected, 
and  proper  provisions  made  for  rendering  the  examinations  of 
future  chemists  by  your  Board  a  ccmpulsory  instead  of  an 
optional  proceeding."  Accordingly  a  general  meeting  is 
to  be  held  on  'J  hursday  next,  March  i'th,  at  12  o'clock, 
at  which,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  resolutions  will 
be  passed  tending  to  the  future  profit  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and,  possibly,  to  the  injury  of  all  those  chemists 
and  druggists  who  do  not  enjoy  its  powerful  protection. 

On  referring  to  p.  386  of  the  same  Journal,  containing  the 
report  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  Coimcil  held  to  considet 
the  requisition,  we  find  the  following  short  but  very  signi- 
ficant annonrcement : — "  A  memorial  from  Leeds,  signed  by 
Ibrty-five  members  and  non-members,  was  also  presented  to 
the  Society."  Our  readers  will,  no  doubt,  like  to  know  what 
was  this  luemorial  that  was  shelved  in  so  unceremonious  a 
manner.  We,  fortunately,  can  tell  them.  It  contained  pre- 
cisely the  same  request  as  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
United  Society.  Certain  pharmaceutists  of  Leeds,  who  must 
be  henceforth  looked  upon  as  the  only  really  enlightened 
members  of  their  body,  wished  to  join  with  their  townsmen, 
non-memhers  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  in  helping 
them  to  obtain  their  rights.  But  as  soon  as  they  presented 
a  requisition  embodying  such  a  sentiment,  it  was  coldly 
received,  and  they  were,  no  doubt,  set  down  as  traitors  by 
the  magnates  of  Bloomsbury-square. 

Now,  to  what  conclusion  can  all  these  facts  lead  us?  That 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  are  really  disinterested  in  taking 
our  p  irts  Hgainst  the  Medical  Council  ?    We  fancy  not. 

Firs',  let  us  ask  who  would  be  the  losers  supposing  the 
proposed  Bill  became  law  ?  Not  the  pharmaceutists,  but  the 
chemists  and  druggists.  And  who  would  be  the  gainers?' 
The  pharmaceutists  alone,  and  no  one  else.  And  yet  these 
disinterested  people  say  they  are  going  to  fight  for  us,  andr 
ask  us  to  trust  them,  with  the  Jury  Bill  treachery  fresh  in  our 
minds  !  Many  of  us,  no  doubt,  were  deceived  by  their  soft 
phrases  and  "  crocodile's  tears,"  and  believed  in  their  friend- 
ship ;  but  when  it  was  put  to  the  test  what  happened  ?  T"he 
real  character  of  our  "  friends  "  came  out.  They  intend,  it  is 
sa  d,  to  t.ike  up  arras  to  fight  our  battles  against  themselves- 
and  the  Medical  Council;  but  all  union  between  us  and  them 
is  scorned  and  decried,  although  the  objects  we  are  to  fight 
for,  and  the  weapons  we  are  to  use,  are  ostensibly  identical 
both  in  letter  and  in  spirit. 

We  are  told  that  the  meeting  on  Thursday  next,  in  which 
we  are  to  take  no  part,  is  for  our  good.  We  very  much 
question  this.  Fancy  a  grand  county  meeting  of  foxes,  to 
protest  against  the  closing  of  poultry  yards  after  dark,  at 
which  none  of  the  cocks  and  hens  were  to  be  admitted !' 
How  the  latter  would  praise  the  disinterestedness  of  the 
foxes,  and  believe  in  their  truth  ! 

In  spite,  however,  of  all  the  above  facts,  which  our  readers 
must  allow  are  at  least  most  suspicious,  we  do  not  despaip 
of  yet  seeing  a  hearty  and  friendly  union  between  the  two 
Societies.  The  United  Society  can  still  seek  to  co-operate 
with  its  elder  brother  ;  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  may 
be  brought  to  see  that  a  body  mustering  nearly  three 
thous^and  active  members  of  the  trade  deserves  to  be  treated 
with  more  consideration  than  was  exhibited  on  the  occasion 
to  which  we  have  referred.  The  requisition  for  convening 
the  meeting  on  Thursdtiy  next  definitely  states  that  the 
interests  ot  out-siders  are  to  be  specially  protected  in  the 
scheme  to  be  laid  before  it ;  and  yet  the  Cotincil,  in  a  manner, 
ignore  the  existence  of  the  very  men  for  whom  the  rcquisi- 
ticnisls  propose  to  seek  improved  legislation.  Surely,  on  re- 
flection, they  must  see  that  in  refusing  to  co-operate  with 
those  for  uhose  good  they  are  going  to  work,  they  not  onlj' 
act  mo.st  illogically,  but  lay  themsehes  open  to  well-founded- 
suspicions. 
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As  the  representative  of  a  large  portion  of  the  trade,  we 
feel  ourselves  called  on  to  act  as  mediator  in  this  matter. 
Nothing  would  delight  us  more  than  to  see  the  two  societies 
■working  together  in  a  friendly  spirit.  In  order  to  bring 
about  this  union,  we  appeal  earnestly  to  the  good,  sense  of 
the  liberal  members  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  The  United  Society  has  lost  nothing  by  having 
made  the  first  advances,  and  though  not  represented  at  the 
meeting  on  Thursday,  its  power  will  be  felt  by  the  pharma- 
ceutists as  a  pressure  from  without  not  to  be  rashly  resisted. 

As  soon  as  the  results  of  thi-i  meeting  are  known,  a  special 
meeting  of  the  chemists  and  druggists  of  London  should  be 
summoned,  to  which  the  lari^e  towns  of  England  should  be 
requested  to  send  delegates.  Let  an  acting  defence  committ  e, 
of  not  more  than  twelve,  be  chosen,  and  let  them  assemble 
•weekly  until  the  great  question  that  we  all  have  at  heart 
is  definitively  settled. 


SPECIAL  GENERAL  MEETING  OF  THE  PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL SOCIETY. 


"We  learn  from  a  report,  printed  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
of  the  present  month,  that  the  following  requisition,  duly 
signed,  was  submitted  to  the  Council  on  the  26th  ultimo : — 

TO  THE  PRESIDENT,  VICE-PEESIDENT,   AND   COUNCIL  OF  THE  PHARMACEU- 
TICAL SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

"Gentlemen. — We,  the  mider.-igncd,  believing  that  it  is  highly  desir- 
able for  the  protection  of  the  pulilic  that  all  future  Chemists  and 
Druggists  shouM  undergo  a  due  profesaional  examination  before  com- 
mencing business,  heieliy  request  you  to  convene  a  General  Meeting  of 
the  Members  cf  l  ur  Society,  forttie  pm-pose  of  considering  the  expediency 
of  an  immediate  aii|>hcatiou  to  P/irli  iment  for  an  amended  Pliarmacy  Act, 
by  which  (following  the  precedent  of  the  'Apothecaries  Act'}  the  legiti- 
mate interests  of  those  already  in  business  should  be  protected,  and  proper 
provisions  made  for  rendeiiiig  the  examinations  of  future  Chemists  by 
your  Board  a  compulsory  instead  of  an  optional  proceeding." 

We  also  learn  that  the  Council,  in  compliance  VFith  the 
above  requisition,  resolved  :  — 

"  That  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
society  be  held  on  Thursday,  the  17tli  March,  at  twelve 
o'clock  precisely,  and  that  the  notice  convening  the  said 
meeting,  with  the  names  of  the  requisitionists,  be  announced 
in  the  ensuing  number  of  the  Journal." 

The  report  informs  us  further,  that  "  a  memorial  from 
Leeds,  signed,  by  forty-five  members  and  non-members  of 
the  society,  was  also  presented  to  the  Council,"  but  it  does 
not  tell  us  how  this  memorial  differs  from  the  other. 

Believing  that  "  the  legitimate  interests  of  those  already 
in  business  "  would  be  advanced  by  the  publication  of  a  full 
and  truthful  report  of  the  meeting  in  the  columns  of  the 
Chemist  and  Druogtst,  we  caused  the  following  note  to  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  : — 

(Copy.) 

"The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 

2-1,  Bow-lane,  E.G., 
March  9th,  18G4. 

Mt  Deau  Sir, — As  I  represent  the  literary  organ  of  a  large  body  of 
chemists  arid  druggists,  I  am  necefsarily  deeply  interested  in  the  object 
of  the  speci  li  peiiei  al  meeting  of  the  members  of  your  society  convened 
for  the  17th  of  Maich.  I  nhali,  therefore,  feel  greatly  obliged  if  you  will 
mform  me  at  your  earliest  convenience,  whether  I  shall  b^-  permitted  to 
attend  the  meeting  accompanied  by  a  reporter. 

EUA8  Bremridop..  Fbq  ,  I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Secretary  and  Registrar  to  tho  Your  obedient  sei-vant. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  J.  C.  Brougii, 

Great  Britain.  Of  the  "Cho'mi.st  and  Druggist "  Journal. 

Mr.  Brem  ridge  promptly  replied  in  the  following  words  : — 

(Copy). 

Fharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britiln, 

17,  Bloomsbury-square,  'W.C. 
^^tu  reply  (o  your  inquiry  of  this  dny's  date,  I  beg  to  inform 

you  that  the  meeting  advertised  for  the  17th  instant  is  convened  for 
Memberiof  the  ^ciet;/.  and  Members  only  can  bo  admitted. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  obedient  scrv.mt. 
T  ^  _  Elias  Bremridqe,  Recretarv. 

J-  C.  BROuaH,  Esci.  March  ath,"  18C4. 


The  New  Pharmacopeia. —The  practical  results  of  the 
new  Pharmacopa!ia,  so  far  as  they  concern  the  practitioner, 
s^m  to  be  marvellously  few.  So  far  as  the  Phnrmacopccia 
affects  the  druggist,  it  would  appear  to  give  an  immensity  of 
trouble — to  order  a  great  many  useless  processes,  a  large 
number  that  are  bad,  some  that  are  impossible,  and  a  few 
that  are  good.— TAc  Lancet. 


A  REVIEW  OF  THE 


BRITISH  PIIARMACOPGEIA. 

BT  J.  C.  BRAITirWAITE  AND  J.  C.  BROUOH. 


ir.  NON-METALLIC  ELEMENTS. 
Having  given  a  general  description  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia^ 
we  now  proceed  to  criticise  the  work  in  detail,  and  to  point 
out  the  changes  made  in  our  prescribed  Materia  Medica  and 
pharmaceutic  preparations.  We  shall  not  notice  the  articles 
in  alphabetical  order,  but  shall  adopt  a  simple  scheme  of 
classification  which  will  bring  together  things  that  are 
chemically  or  botanically  related.  Thus,  in  the  present 
paper,  we  shall  discuss  the  alterations  connected  with  the 
inorganic  non-metallic  chemicals  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
Throughout  our  review  we  shall  make  use  of  the  simple 
letters  L.,E.,  D.,  to  designate  the  London  Pharmacopoeia  of 
1851,  the  Edinburgh  of  1841,  and  the  Dublin  of  1860, 
respectively. 

OXYGEN  AND  HYDROGEN. 

These  elementary  bodies  are  not  included  in  the  Materia. 
Modica.  Free  hydrogen  is  employed  in  the  preparation  of 
reduced  iron  (ferrum  redactum),  which  will  be  noticed  in  a 
subsequent  article. 

Aqua — IFa^er.— Under  this  head  we  find  in  the  Materia 
Medica  the  somewhat  vague  description — "natural  watery. 
HO,  the  purest  that  can  be  obtained,  cleared  if  necessary 
by  filtration  ;"  with  a  reference  to 

Aqua  destillata — Distilled  Water. — We  are  ordered  to 
distil  ten  gallons  of  watei,  tree  from  taste  and  odour,  from  a 
copper  still  connected  with  a  block-tin  worm ;  to  reject  the 
first  half-gallon,  and  to  preserve  the  next  eight  gallons.  In 
this  process  the  directions  of  the  Ph.  E.  and  D,  are  ingeniously 
combined.  The  Pli.  L.  gives  no  process,  and  that  now 
ordered  will  be  seldom  cairied  out,  as  nearly  all  the  aqua 
destillata  used  in  pharmacy  is  supplied  by  the  chemical 
manufacturers,  who  obtain  it  by  condensing  the  waste  steam 
of  their  works.  We  are  told  that  the  product  of  the  above 
process  should  not  be  affected  by  sulphuretted  hydrogen^ 
oxalate  of  ammonia,  nitra:e  of  silver,  chloiide  of  barium,  or 
solution  of  lime,  and  that  a  fluid  ounce  of  it  when  evaporated 
on  a  glass  capsule  should  leave  no  visible  residue.  We  have 
never  succeeded  in  producing  such  distilled  water  by  simple 
distillation  from  a  cupper  still  ;  and  we  agree  with  Dr.  Red- 
wood* in  rpgarding  the  description  given  as  a  good  illustra- 
tion of  the  great  defect  of  over-refinement  which  is  noticeable 
in  many  parts  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia. 

NITROGEN.- 

AciDTJM  NiTRicuM—iVtd;  ic  ^ctd.  —  3H0,2N03.  This  is 
correctly  described  as  "  a  strongly  acid  and  corrosive  yellowish 
liquid"  having  the  sp.  gr.  1-5.  It  is,  therefore,  similar  t» 
the  acid  of  the  Ph.  L.  1836,  and  ths  *'  aciduni  niincura 
purum  "  of  the  E.  and  D.  In  adoptinjj  this  strong,  fuming^ 
and  unstable  liquid  m  preference  to  the  eligibie  acid  of  the 
present  Ph.  L.,  the  compilers  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  have 
shaken  our  fuith  in  the  proverb  which  declares  that  "in  the 
counsel  of  the  many  there  is  wisdom."  The  acidum  nitricum 
of  the  London  College,  which  has  been  in  use  since  1851,  is 
a  definite  hydrate,  having  the  composition  HO.NOs-fSHO, 
and  containing  60  per  cent,  of  dry  acid,  or  nitric  anhydride 
(NO.,).  It  is  easily  obtained  as  a  colourless  liquid,  having 
the  sp.  gr.  1"42,  and  it  may  be  preserved  without  diflicuity;. 
for,  unlike  the  stronger  acid  now  re-introduced,  it  does  not 
deteriorate  by  exposure  to  light.  It  is,  in  fact,  so  stable  that 
it  may  even  be  distilled  withuut  undergoing  decomposition. 
Weaker  and  stronger  acids  are  alike  reduced  to  this  state  of 
hydration  by  boiling,  the  weaker  acids  basing  water,  and  the 
stronger  acids  NO^.  The  introduction  of  this  liquid,  so  well 
adapted  for  medicinal  use,  into  the  Ph.  L.  in  place  of  the 
stronger  acid  of  18:i6,  was  a  decided  improvement.  There 
seem^^  to  be  no  excuse  Ibr  the  backward  step  now  taken  by  the 
Medical  Council;  for  Dr.  Garrod.  t  regarding  the  alteration 
from  a  medical  point  of  view,  declares  that  it  is  of  little 
or  no  importance,  as  the  difference  in  causticity  is  not  very 
appreciable. 


*  Lancet,  February  27,  1804. 

f  Medical  Times  and  QaMlle,  January  30,  1S64, 
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AciDUM  NiTuiccM  DiLUTUM — Dilute  Nitric  Acid. — This 
l'.:is  the  sp.  gr.  1-101,  and  is  consequently  stronger  than  the 
dilute  acids  of  the  L.,  E.,  and  D.,  the  sp.  gr.  of  which 
are  1-082,  1-077,  and  1-092  respeciively.  Six  fluid  drachms 
of  the  new  dilute  acid  contains  one  equivalent  of  NO5  in 
grains.  "SVe  may  here  mention  that  the  dilute  nitric  sul- 
phuric and  hydrochloric  acids  have  been  made  to  correspond 
very  nearly  in  strength  or  neutralizing  poAver,  in  order  that 
the  doses  may  be  alike. 

LiauoR  Ammonije  i-outiok. — SlroJiff  Solution  of  Ammonia.* 
— Here,  again,  vce  find  an  unnecessary  alteration  in  strength, 
the  specific  gravities  of  the  new  and  old  solutions  being  as 
foUows  :— Ph.  Brit.,  0-891 ;  L.,  0-882  ;  E.,  0-880  ;  D.,  0-900. 
We  may  remind  our  readers  that  in  the  case  of  solution  of 
ammonia  the  sp.  gr.  decreases  as  the  strength  increases. 
The  process  given  for  preparing  liquor  ammonia  fortior  is 
a  good  one,  but  might  have  been  described  with  half  the 
number  of  words  used.    No  process  given  in  Ph.  L. 

Liquor  Ammonije — Solution  of  Ammonia. —  Prepared  by 
diluting  one  pint  of  the  strong  solution  of  ammonia  with  two 
pints  of  distilled  water.  Its  sp.  gr.  is  0-959,  which  difi'ers 
very  slightly  from  that  of  the  L.  and  E.  solutions  (0-960), 
and  considerably  fiom  that  of  the  D.  solution  (0-950). 

LiNiMENTUM  AMMONiiE. — Liniment  of  Ammonia. — In  this 
preparation,  as  in  many  others,  the  Ph.D.  has  been  followed 
in  preference  to  the  L.  It  contains  1  fl.  oz.  solution  of 
ammonia  to  3  fl,  oz.  olive  oil,  and  is  therefore  weaker  than  the 
L.  liniment. 

BULPHtTK. 

StrLPHrR  STJBXiMATTJM. — Sublimed  Sulphur. — This  is  well 
described  -with  its  tests  in  the  Mat.  Med.  The  name  is  new, 
replacing  the  simple  "sulphur,"  L.,  E.,  D. 
•  Stjlphtjr  PRiECiPiTATUM. — Precipitated  Sulphur. — A  long 
fiiut  effective  process  for  making  this  from  sublimed  sulphur, 
lime,  and  hydrochloric  acid,  is  introduced  in  place  of  the 
brief  definition  given  in  the  Mat.  Med.  of  the  Ph.L. — "  Milk 
of  sulphur  :  precipitated  from  sulphuret  of  calcium  by  hydro- 
chloric acid."  The  Lancet -f  states  that  the  gi-eat  bulk  of 
precipitated  sulphur  found  in  the  shops  consists  chiefly  of 
sulphate  of  lime,  in  consequence  of  sulphuric  acid  being 
employed  to  throw  down  the  sulphur,  and  recommends  its 
readers  to  pay  great  attention  to  the  Pharmacopceial  test — 
that  "  it  is  entirely  volatilized  by  heat." 

CoNFECTio  SuLPHURis. — Confection  of  Sulphnr. — This  is  a 
modification  of  a  preparation  of  the  same  name  in  the  Ph.D. 
It  is  made  from  sublimed  sulphur,  4  oz.,  and  acid  tartrate  of 
potash,  1  oz.,  rubbed  up  with  syrup  of  orange  peel,  4  fl.  oz. 
There  is  no  corresponding  preparation  in  L.  or  E.,  and  we 
think  that  it  has  been  justly  stigmatized  as  "  frivolous  and 
empirical."  J 

Unguentum  SuLPHunis. —  Ointment  of  Sulphur. — Similar  to 
that  of  E.  and  D.,  but  only  half  the  strength  of  the  L. 
ointment.  The  compilers  of  the  new  work  appear  to  have 
regarded  the  formula;  of  the  London  College  with  little 
favottr. 

AciDUM  SuLPHUROSUM.  —  Sulphurous  Acid.  —  This  acid, 
■which  is  said  to  be  a  valuable  external  agent  in  the  treatment 
of  those  skin  diseases  connected  mth  the  growth  of  vegetable 
parasites, §  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
It  is  described  as  "  sulphurous  acid,  SO2,  dissolved  in 
water,"  and  obtained  by  deoxidating  sulphuric  acid  by 
boiling  it  with  wood-charcoal,  and  saturating  distilled  water 
with  the  evolved  gas.    It  is  very  liable  to  decomposition. 

AcmuM  SvLvuvmcvii.— Sulphuric  Acid. — This  is  correctly 
described  in  the  Mat.  Med.  as  "  monohydrated  siilphuric 
acid,  H0,S03,"  having  the  sp.  gr.  1-846.  In  strength, 
therefore,  this  acid  corresponds  or  approximates  to  ordinary 
oil  of  vitriol  (sp.  gr.  1-84  to  1  -85),  to  the  acidum  sulpliuricum 
of  the  Ph.L.  (sp.  gr.  1-843),  and  to  the  acidum  sulphuricura 
purum  of  E.  andD,  (sp.  gr.  1-846  and  1-846).  It  must  not 
be  supposed,  however,  that  the  Medical  Council  prescribe 
ordinary  oil  of  vitriol.  The  new  acidum  sulpliuricum  is 
obtained  from  the  commercial  article  by  a  process  Avliich  is 
thus  described  : — 

"  Take  of  sulphuric  acid  of  commerce,  twelve  fluid  ounces; 
sulphate  of  ammonia,  in  powder,  a  quarter  of  an  ounce. 

*  "  Stronger  solution  of  ammonia"  would  haTo  boon  a  better  Knirlish 
name  for  "liq.  ammon.  fortior." 
t  March  5. 

i  "First  Impressiona  of  the  Brit.  Ph.,"  in  Med.  Tiinet,  Fot.  0. 
5  Dr.  Ganod  iu  Med.  Timet  and  Gat.,  January  30,  1S64. 


Having  added  the  sulphate  of  ammonia  to  the  sulphuric  acid, 
introduce  the  mixture  into  a  plain  retort  with  a  few  slips  pf 
platinum  foil,  cover  the  upper  part  of  the  body  of  the  retort 
with  a  sheet-iron  hood,  and  distil  over  one-tenth  of  the  acid 
into  a  flask.  Remove  this  flask,  and  reject  its  contents  ;  and 
having  applied  a  fresh  flask,  continue  the  distillation  till  only 
a  fluid  ounce  of  liquid  remain*  behind.  Preserve  the  product 
in  a  stoppered  bottle." 

This  process,  so  smoothly  described,  is  a  most  troublesome 
one,  and  altogether  unsuited  for  a  pharmaceutical  laboratory. 
If  the  "  plain  retort  "  ordered  to  be  used  be  a  gla.ss  one,  the 
distillation  will  be  attended  with  considerable  danger.  The 
vapour  of  oil  of  vitriol  has  a  very  smaU  latent  heat,  and  under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances  the  ebullition  of  the  acid 
is  intermittent.  The  slips  of  platinum  foil  will  moderate  to 
a  certain  extent  the  violent  "bumping"  of  the  liquid,  but 
their  presence  will  not  render  the  operation  an  easy  one.  At 
the  principal  oil  of  vitriol  works,  platinum  stills  are  now 
employed  for  eflecting  the  concentration  of  the  acid  produced 
in  the  lead  chambers.  These  are  very  costly,  but  are  found 
to  be  cheaper  in  the  long-run  than  glass  retorts,  which  are 
always  breaking.  Yet  the  vessels  of  the  manufacturers  arp 
not  used  for  distilling  strong  oil  of  vitro],  but  merely  for 
distilling  off  the  dilute  acid  uirtil  the  requisite  concentration 
is  attained.  When  the  practical  chemist  is  forced  to  employ 
a  glass  retort  for  distilling  sulphuric  acid,  he  carefully 
screens  the  bottom  from  the  fire,  and  applies  heat  only  at 
the  sides.  This  precaution,  which  is  not  noticed  in  the 
Pharmacopceial  process,  greatly  diminishes  the  danger  froni 
percussive  ebullition.  But,  though  too  troublesome  to  be 
carried  out  on  a  small  scale,  the  process  of  the  Briti3h. 
Pharmacopoeia  is  decidedly  a  good  one  in  principle,  and 
prbvided  the  commercial  oil  of  vitriol  be  free  from  arsenic 
(see  helow)  the  product  will  be  pure  monohydrated  sulphuric 
acid  of  the  sp.  gr.  1-846.  The  addition  of  the  sulphate  of 
ammonia  insures  the  removal  of  nitrous  and  nitric  acids, 
wliile  the  rejection  of  the  first  tenth  of  the  distilled  acid 
insures  the  x^roper  strength  of  the  remainder. 

Dr.  Redwood,  in  a  lecture  delivered  before  the  members  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  •  pointed  out  the  practical  diffi-: 
culties  of  the  process,  and  indirectly  accused  the  chemists  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  of  gross  ignorance.  Unfortunately  for 
Dr.  Redwood,  his  criticism  was  based  on  misconceptions, 
and  the  medical  chemists  will  doubtless  make  good  use  of  the 
startling  statements  advanced  by  the  Professor  of  Chemistry 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

"It  may  be  asked,"  said  Dr.  Redwood,  "by  some  of  our 
bretliren  who  have  not  just  issued  from  the  laboratory  of  this 
or  some  other  institution — what  does  monohydrated  sul-j 
pliuric  acid  mean,  and  what  is  the  body  represented  by  the 
formula  HO.SOa?"  If  the  students  are  not  forced  to  adopt 
the  Professor's  peculiar  views  respecting  the  chemical  con- 
stitution of  oil  of  vitriol,  those  present  must  have  been  rather 
puzzled  when  the  lecturer  continued,—"  Will  the  product 
described  as  monohydrated  sulphuric  acid  realize  this 
description  when  obtained  by  the  process  given  ?  I  venture 
to  say  that  it  will  not.  It  will  not  be  monohydrated  sul- 
phuric acid  ;  and  this  is  perhaps  a  fortunate  circumstance,  for 
monohydrated  sulphuric  acid  would  not  be  well  suited  for 
use  in  pharmacy.  It  is  an  acid  which  congeals  in  cold 
weather,  as  glacial  acetic  acid  does ;  and  the  use  of  such  an 
acid  would  be  attended  with  much  inconvenience.  We  are 
aflbrded  a  means  of  escape  from  this  dilemma,  it  is  true  ;  for, 
after  stating  Uiat  the  sulphuric  acid  to  be  used  in  medicine  is 
to  be  the  monohydrated  acid,  the  description  goes  on  to  say 
that  it  is  to  have  a  specific  gravity  of  1-846.  Now,  this  is  the 
specific  gravity  of  an  acid  weaker  than  the  monohydrated 
acid. " 

We  Tenture  to  deny  all  that  the  Professor  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy  affirmed.  The  product  of  the  Pharmacopceial 
process  will  be  monohydrated  sulphuric  acid,  or  IICSOj  ; 
an  acid  well  suited  for  use  in  pharmacy,  not  liable  to  congeal 
in  cold  weather,  and  liaving  the  specific  gravity  of  1-846. 

The  surmise  that  Dr.  Redwood  mistook  the  monohydrate 
for  the  bihydrato  will  enable  us  to  understimd  some  of  his 
peculiar  views.  Let  us  compare  these  two  hydrates  of •  sul- 
phuric acid : — 

Monohydrate  (British  oil  of  vitriol) :  HO.SO3,  sp.  gr.  1-846. 
Bihydrato  (Glacial  sulphuric  acid):  2HO,SOs,  sp.  gr.  1-78. 

•  Roported  in  lancH,  Feb.  27,  1804. 
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The  glacial  acid,  -which  congeals  in  cold  weather,  contains 
2  equivalents  of  water,  and  has  a  sp.  gr.  of  1-78;  yet  Dr, 
Redwood  describes  this  as  the  monohydrated  acid,  and  boldly 
affirms  that  1  "846  is  the  sp.  gr.  of  an  acid  iceaker  than  the 
monohydrated  acid.*  Besides  the  specific  gravity  and 
liability  to  congeal,  there  is  another  chai-acter  which  dis- 
tinguishes the  bihydrate  from  the  monohydrate : — on  being 
boiled,  it  gives  off  weak  acid  vapour  and  is  converted  into  the 
monohydrate ;  whUe  this,  on  the  contrary,  may  be  distilled 
without  undergoing  decomposition.  The  oil  of  vitriol  of 
commerce  is  the  monohydrated  acid,  but,  being  very  hygro- 
metric,  it  usually  contains  a  little  water  besides  that  essential 
to  it,  and  this  has  the  effect  of  slightly  lowering  its  specific 
gravity.  By  the  process  the  British  Pharmacopo-ia,  this 
accidental  water  is  removed,  with  otlier  impurities  ;  but  the 
chemical  constitution  of  the  acid  is  not  altered.  The 
mysterious  "monohydrated  sulphuric  acid"  of  the  Phar- 
macopaia,  which  has  led  Dr  Redwood  astray,  is  therefore 
nothing  but  pure  oil  of  vitriol.  We  have  devoted  con- 
siderable space  to  this  matter ;  for  the  Professor's  strictures  on 
the  new  Pharmacopoeia  were  in  the  main  so  just,  that  his 
inexplicable  misstatements  respecting  the  prescribed  sul- 
phuric acid  have  doubtless  been  accepted  by  many  "without 
examination. 

The  Sulphuric  Acid  of  Commerce  (Oil  of  Vitriol),  described 
in  the  Appendix,  is  to  be  tested  for  arsenic  by  Marsh's  test 
before  it  is  used  for  pharmaceutic  purposes  ;  and  if  the  well- 
known  arsenical  stain  is  formed,  it  is  to  be  rejected.  Now, 
as  common  oil  of  vitriol  generally  contains  arsenic,  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  the  process  of  purification  given  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia  did  not  provide  for  the  removal  of  this  metal. 
The  direction  to  employ  a  commercial  acid  free  from  arsenic 
reminds  us  of  that  famous  injunction  of  Mrs.  Glasse — "  Fust 
catch  your  hare  ! "  f 

AciDUM  SuLPHUuicuM  DiLLTUM — Dilute  Sulphwic  Acid. — 
This  has  the  sp.  gr.  1-087,  and  is,  therefore,  weaker  than  that 
of  the  Ph.  L.  (1-103),  but  closely  resembles  the  acids  of  E.  and 
D.  (1-090  and  1*084).  Like  the  acidum  nitricum  dilutum, 
six  fluid  drachms  contain  one  equivalent  of  anhydrous  acid 
in  grains. 

AciDTJM  SuLPHCBicrji  AROMATicuji — Aromatic  Sulphuric 
Acid. — Similar  to  the  preparations  of  the  Ph.  E.  and  D.,  but 
somewhat  weaker.    Not  in  L. 

Stdphuretled  Htjdrogen — H.S.— The  ordinary  method  of 
preparing  this  gas  from  sulphuret  of  iron  and  oil  of  vitriol  is 
described. 

"There  is  no  preparation  corresponding  to  the  sulphuris 
iodidum,  L.,  or  sulp/ttir  iodatum,  D. 

CHLORINE. 

Though  this  element  is  not  included  in  the  Materia  Medica, 
the  Greek  scholars  of  the  Medical  Council  have  thought  fit 
to  alter  its  Latin  name  from  "  Chlorinium  "  to  "  Chlokum  :" 
hence  we  have  now  "liquor  chlori"  instead  of  "liquor 
chlorinii,"  "calx  chlorata"  instead  of  "calx  chlorinata,"  Sec. 

LiauoK  CiiLORi — Solution  of  CJilorine. — The  process  given 
for  this  preparation  is  copied  from  that  of  the  Ph,  D.,  the 
only  alteration  being  the  adoption  of  a  larger  quantity  of 
water  to  be  saturated  with  the  gas,  34  instead  of  24  fluid 
ounces  being  taken.  The  process  is  decidedly  an  improve- 
ment upon  that  in  the  Appendix  of  the  Ph.  L.,  but  the 
quantity  of  hydrochloric  acid  ordered  (six  fluid  ounces)  is 
unnecessarily  large.  What  is  now  "Liquor  Clilori "  in  Part 
IL,  and  "Chlori  Liquor"  in  the  Mat.  Med.,  was  "Liquor 
Chlorinii "  in  Ph.  L.  and  D.,  and  "Aqua  Chlorinei"  in  E. 

Acidum  Hydrochloiuctjm— 7/)/(/roc/(fo?-(c  Acid.— This  has 
the  same  strength  as  "acidum  muriaticum  purum  "  Ph.  E. 
and  D.  (sp.  gr.  1-17),  and  is  rather  stronger  than  the  acid 
noticed  in  the  Mat.  Med.  Ph.  L.  (sp.  gr.  1-16).  The  process 
now  given  is  similar  to  that  of  D. ;  but  one  essential  point  is 
ielt  unnoticed,  and  if  the  directions  given  be  strictly  followed 

hvarnL,T"  ?u°P*  '^"^  Unitiiry  System,  and  regard  acids  as  "salts  of 
hvd™f»  "-!  I   .  -I  ^^'^  S'""''''  ""'J  ^  "  I'rotbydratc"  or  "  mono- 

mmT^,  i*'  formula  will  coiTespond  with  Iho  2110,803  of  the  com- 

cx™-n»l  VndcT  no  system  docH  the  formula  UO,S03 

n,?  ,>,^j!^k  .  T'^"^''  ?0"8>-a's  in  cold  weather,  asKlacial  acetic  acid  does. 
tlcrZTt^T'^^^.  sulphuric  acid,  to  which  this  lorniula  is  con-octly 
temiS;!,,      V°  '''•^""'"•■opoela   does  not  solidify  until  cooled  to  tho 

f^ocHn^,^    f'^^r^'T  *»■  tiiercabouts-sixty-one  degrees  below  tho 

'■<-v.iiing  jKiiiit  of  water. 

Add  am,ra^"r.'i\'\,  I'?;?'''  P",  P'o-lfioatlon  of  Arsoniforous  Sulphuric 
.atiQ  appears  in  the  C/imica{  Ifevt,  Fob.  13. 


no  hydrochloric  acid  will  be  produced.  The  sulphuric  acid 
being  employed  in  a  greatly  diluted  state,  will  not  decompose 
the  chloride  of  sodium  unless  aided  by  heat ;  but  though  all 
minor  details  of  manipulation  are  fully  described,  there  is  not 
a  word  about  the  application  of  heat  to  the  flask.  This  care- 
less omission  is  to  be  regretted,  as  the  process  (when  heat  is 
applied)  is  an  excellent  one,  yielding  a  very  pure  product. 
No  process  given  in  Ph.  L. 

The  Hydrochloric  Acid  of  Commerce  is  named  in  the 
Appendix  among  articles  employed  in  the  preparation  of 
medicines. 

Acidum  Hydrochloricvm  dilutum — Dilute  n>/dr( chloric 
Acid. — The  specific  gravities  of  the  new  and  old  forms  of  this 
dilute  acid  are  as  follows: — Brit,  and  E.,  1-060  ;  L.,  1-043; 
D.,  1-045.  For  all  practical  purposes  the  new  acid  may  be 
regarded  as  equal  in  strength  to  the  dilute  nitric  and  sul- 
phuric acids. 

Acidum  Nitro-hydrochloricum  dilutom — Dilute  NitrO' 
hydrochloric  Acid — .This  is  a  new  introduction.  To  prepare 
it,  we  are  ordered  to  add  to  26  fl.  oz.  of  water,  first  2  fl.  oz. 
of  nitric  acid,  and  then  4  fl.  oz.  of  hydrochloric  acid.  By 
thus  diluting  the  nitric  acid  before  mixing  it  with  the  hydro- 
chloric acid,  their  decomposition  is  avoided,  but  the  mixture 
cannot  have  the  properties  of  ordinary  aqua  regie.  The 
"Acidum  Nitro-miuiaticum "  Ph.  D.  is  not  represented  in 
the  new  Pharmacopa-ia. 

BROMINE. 

This  element  does  not  appear  in  the  body  of  the  work  ;  but 
we  are  told  by  Dr.  Garrod*  that  had  it  been  introduced,  it 
would  have  been  termed  "  Bromum,"  not  "  Brominium,;"  ae 
on  a  former  occasion.  •  ...^.j., 

Bro7nine,  though  not  a  medicinal  body,  has  found  its  way 
into  the  Appendix  as  an  article  employed  in  the  preparation 
of  medicines,  and  directions  for  preserving  it  and  for  testing 
its  purity  are  given.  A  formula  for  Solution  of  Bromine  'is 
given  in  Appendix  B.  IL  among  Test  Solutions  for  Qualita- 
tive Analysis. 

IODINE.  :■, 

Iodum — Iodine.— The  process  given  for  purifying  the 
Iodine  of  Commerce  (named  in  the  Appendix)  by  sublimation 
is  copied  from  that  of  the  Ph.  D.  for  "  lodinium  pui-ufn." 
The  "  colourless  acicular  prisms  of  pungent  odour  "  referred 
to  as  an  occasional  impurity  of  the  sublimed  product  consist 
of  cyanide  of  iodine.  The  pharmaceutic  name  has  been 
changed  from  "  lodinium,"  L.,  E.,  D.  Besides  the  iodine  of 
commerce,  the  Appendix  contains  a  Volumetric  Solution  of 
Iodine,  employed  for  determining  the  amount  of  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  or  of  a  metallic  sulphuret  ui  a  fluid,  also  for  the 
estimation  of  sulphurous  and  arsenious  acids. 

LiNiMENTUM  loDi — Liniment  of  Iodine. — This  is  a  useful 
addition  to  the  class  of  liniments.  It  is  prepared  by  dissolv- 
ing 1^  oz.  of  iodine  and  4  oz.  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  5  fl.  oz. 
of  rectified  spirit.    It  is  a  very  powerful  counter-irritant,  y 

TiNCTURA  loDi — Tincture  of  Iodine. — New  name  for  "Tinc- 
tura  lodinii  Comp."  L.  and  D.  It  contains  the  old  quantity 
of  iodine,  but  only  one-fourth  the  quantity  of  iodide  of 
potassium.  Tinctura  lodinei,  E.,  is  omitted,  and,  according  to 
Dr.  Nevms.t  there  is  nothing  which  practically  resembles  it 
in  the  new  work. 

Unguentum  Iodi  compositum —  Compound  Ointment  of 
Iodine. — Resembles  the  unguentum  iodinii  comp. — L.,  except 
in  the  proportion  of  iodide  of  potassium,  which  is  decreased 
by  one-halll 

PHOSrHORUS. 

This  element  is  named  in  the  Appendix  as  an  ai-ticle  em- 
ployed in  the  preparation  of  medicines.  To  test  its  purity, 
we  may  ascertain  whether  it  is  "  entirely  soluble  in  boiling 
oil  of  turpentine,"  if  we  are  fond  of  dangerous  experiments. 
The  brief  description  of  phosphorus  in  the  Mat.  Med.  of  the 
Ph.  L.  might  have  been  allowed  to  stand  in  the  place  of  this 
unnecessiiry  test.      .   .       .  '  .      .  ! 

Acidum  Piiosphoricum  dilutum — Dilttte  Phosphoric  Acid.-r' 
This  is  described  as  "phosphoric  acid,  SlIO.POj,  dissolved 
in  water,"  and,  as  prepared  by  the  process  given,  it  is  con- 
siderably stronger  than  the  L.  acid,  their  specific  gravities 
being  1-080  and  1  064  respectively.    The  process  is  a  slight 

"  Medical  I'imes  and  Oatetle,  Feb.  (!,  1.SC1. 
t  Prucribtr'e  Anali/aii  of  theJSriC.  Ph.,  p.  00. 
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modification  of  the  old  one,  and  depends  upon  the  reaction 
of  phosphorus  with  nitric  acid,  the  former  being  oxidnted  at 
the  expense  of  the  latter.  Tnsteiid  of  using  a  retort,  and 
returning  the  first  portion  of  the  distilled  liquid  as  ordered, 
■we  prefer  to  employ  a  flask,  into  the  neck  of  which  is  inserted 
a  simple  condenser,  consisting  of  two  glass  funnels  placed 
mouth  to  mouth.  The  Lancet*  recommends  a  similar  modifi- 
cation of  the  process  : — "  If  the  nozzle  of  the  retort  is  turned 
up  and  the  smnll  end  of  the  Liebig  condenser  inserted  into 
it,  all  the  nitric  acid  which  condenses  runs  back  into  the 
retort,  and  the  process  is  completed  in  less  time." 

CARHON. 

Carbo  Animalis  PTJBmcATUS — Purified  Animal  Charcoal. — 
The  "  charcoal  prepared  from  bullock's  blood  by  fire,"  de- 
scribed in  the  Mat.  Med.  Ph.  L.,  has  been  banished  to  the 
limbo  of  obsolete  messes,  and  "  bone  black,  deprived  of  its 
earthy  salts,"  takes  its  place.  The  process  is  a  good  one, 
combining  both  the  E.  and  D.  formute.  We  have  lately 
examined  several  specimens  of  carbo  animal,  pur.  supplied 
by  wholesale  houses  of  good  standing,  which  contained  large 
quantities  of  phosphate  of  lime,  and  furnished  abundant 
evidence  of  the  presence  of  chlorides. 

Bone  Black  is  noticed  in  the  Appendix.  It  corresponds  to 
the  "carbo  animalis"  E.  and  L>. 

Carbo  Ligni — Wood  Charcoal. — This  holds  its  place  in 
the  Mat.  Med. 

Cataplasma  Carboxis — Charcoal  Foultice. — Same  as  that 
of  L.    Not  in  E.  and  D. 

CYANOGEN. 

We  find  it  advisable  to  include  this  radicle  CjN  among 
the  inorganic  bodie.«,  although  it  is  generally  placed  in  the 
organic  department  of  chemistry.  The  only  compound  of 
cyanogen  wilh  a  non-metallic  element  included  in  the  Phar- 
macopoeia is 

AciDUM  Hydroctanicum  dilutum  —  Dilute  Eydrncyanic 
Acid. — This  is  described  as  "  hydrocyanic  acid,  HCjN,  dis- 
solved in  water,  and  constituting  2  per  cent,  of  the  solution." 
It  corresponds  in  strength  with  the  acidura  hydrocyanicum 
dilutum,  L.  and  "contains  rather  more  than  half  as  much  anhy- 
drous acid  as  acidum  hydrocyanicum,  E. "  The  strength  of 
the  acidum  hydrocyanicum  dilutum,  D.,  varies,  but  it  ought 
to  be  very  nearly  that  of  the  L.  preparation.  The  want  of 
uniformity  in  the  three  acids  has  been  the  cause  of  much  acci- 
dental poisoning,  and  the  Medical  Council  have  acted  wisely 
in  banishing  the  strong  acid  of  the  Ph.  E.  and  the  variable 
acid  of  the  Ph.  D.  from  our  national  Materia  Medica.  The 
Lanceif  thinks  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  dis- 
carded the  poison  altogether,  and  declares  that  more  lives 
have  been  lost  than  saved  by  its  use.  The  process  for  pre- 
paring the  dilute  acid  is  a  good  one,  being  a  slight  modifica- 
tion of  that  of  the  Ph.  L.  The  test  for  strength  is  the  extremely 
delicate  volumetric  method  of  estimating  cyanogen  devised 
by  Liebig,  which  depends  on  the  formation  of  a  double 
cyanide  of  silver  and  sodium. 

In  our  next  paper  we  shall  notice  alkaline  salts,  and  the 
new  or  altered  preparations  containing  them. 
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TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 

Westminster,  Mnrcli  0th,  1864. 
SlRi— "or  the  past  twelve  mfinlhs  there  has  been  a  pioiiosilion  before 
the  trade  foi  n  General  Act  of  Incor])oratioi),  and  I  think  1  iimy  ndd,  tliat 
with  the  exception  of  the  compulKoiy  anprcnticephip  clause  (which  1 
understand  l.s  now  wilhrirawn)  it  lias  racl  with  general  approval.  I  am 
now  inlormed  tliat  the  riiarmaceutical  aociot.y'n  Council,  liaving  been 
invited  by  the  Exccu'ivo  Commiiteo  of  tlic  Uiiited  t-ociety,  from  wliom 
tho  pioposilion  emanated,  to  co  operale  with  it  in  canying  out  the  sa  ne, 
has  refused,  in  consequence  of  its  intention  to  "  pro))OHe  an  Amendment 
to  the  Pliaim  icy  Act,  whicli,  it,  thiulis,  will  respect  existing  intcrcsls,  and 
meet  with  general  a|>proval." 
,  It  would,  perhaps,  be  premature  to  raise  objections  to  this  now  project 
.before  beinf;  no(iuaintod  with  its  details,  but  wo  0U((lit  to  look  wiih  vo'y 
great  suspicion  on  any  schiime  f.  r  advaiicingthe  interests  of  "  outsiders'" 
that  may  be  do.-ired  by  a  Society  which,  until  the  last  few  weeks,  lias 
offered  r  mo»t  determined  oppositiou  to  everything  tending  to  elevate  the 
trade  generally,  and  place  all  chemists  and  druggists  on  an  equal  footing. 


•  January  28,  1884.  ^  January  23,  1864. 


Iho  energetic  measures  taken  by  the  United  Society,  and  youradmir- 
ab  e  advocacy  of  general  i  rude  interests,  have  comjielled  the  I  haimaceutiea) 
Council,  f'  r  its  Very  exisiencc,  lo  make  pretence  of  caring  for  the  lait- 
fiidcrs.  Hail  it  been  left  ali  ne,  the  I'hmnjaccutical  Kx;ii--ty,  Instc  id  of 
now  acting  fur  ihc  whole  trade,  would  hiive  been  asHi> ting  t lie  Medical 
Council  in  cnfurcnig  its  tyrannical  meatuie.  'Jljrough  the  Ui  iied 
Society  alone  will  ihc  trade  be  incorporaieil  ;  for  had  it  ii<it  Ijcrn  fur  its 
existence  the  trade  %vould  have  been  poweiless.  The  question  then  truly 
is,  "Who  is  to  do  it?"  It  is  for  tne  irade  to  rejdy.  'I  he  majoriiy,  in 
their  apa  hy,anBwcr — "  Wc  care  no',  j.rovided  timt  it  is  done.  It  lu  titers 
not  by  whom."  But  it  ihios  njattei- !  The  I'harmaceutical  Si)ciety  will 
meet  the  Ciise,  by  doing  as  little  lor  the  outsiders  as  is  safe,  on  .account  of 
the  special  privileges  it  wishes  to  retain  for  its  ftifk  mcmbeic.  The 
Uuitca  Society  offer.-',  by  its  propobed  Act,  a  complete  sytttm  of  self- 
govennncnt.  Every  district  would  huvc  its  own  exammiii;^  l,oard,  iiud 
its  share  in  the  disposal  of  its  funds.  There  wnulH,  in  fine,  be  .ui  end  to 
mon'poly  and  exclusivcncsi.  Let  not  the  memljcrs  of  the  trade  deceive 
themselves.  Lot  tlieni  avail  themhelvts  c.f  the  oppoituiiity  fi  r  ttiecting  a 
grand  reform.  The  Pharmaceutica!  S'  c  cty  will  take  them  in,  not  as 
Pharmatcutifct',  but  as  lieyMtred  Clumitlt,  and  will  compel  all  afier- 
wards  to  pass  the  Society' «  Examination  :  contoquently  we  shall  coon  get 
Into  the  same  condition  as  of  old. 

The  United  Society  came  lbrw.ird  as  champion  of  the  whole  body  of 
chcniisf.s,  and  has  given  undoulited  proof  of  its  honesty  of  purpo.'c.  Why 
has  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  refused  the  offer  of  co-operat  on,  which 
the  former  by  the  advice  and  request  of  its  mcmb  rs  made,  to  carry  out 
an  act  which  would  have  been  for  -he  good  of  all?  likcauBC  it  is  not 
Ciirnest,  but  desires  reserved  pri\'ileges  for  its  own  members. 

No  Act  will  bo  complete  whii  h  does  not  give  eqtLal  contmacial  righit  to 
all,  and  that  will  never  be  obtained  by  the  PharmaceutJcal  Council  as  at 
lircsent  constituted.  No  bill  should  be  accepted  but  thai,  which  e.-tilil  shes 
the  government  of  the  tnide  on  a  broad  ba^is  by  its  own  members,  and 
such  an  Act  the  United  Society  has  prepared. 

The  Phiirmaceutical  tiociety  was  foi-med  for  the  improvement  of 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  and,  as  an  educiit  onal  orgHuizai  ion,  it  deserves 
to  be  w.armly  supported  ;  but,  to  properly  carry  out  its  legitimate  duties, 
it  should  not  burden  itself  witli  the  immense  labour  oi  tr.idc  mutters. 
The  United  Society  is  now  strongly  organized,  and  in  every  way  adapted 
to  regulate  the  concerns  of  bu.-mess.  It  de-eivcs  the  gratitude  of  the 
whole  trade  for  what  it  has  already  accomplit-hed,  and  should  be  sup- 
ported by  all  in  its  endeavours  to  carry  out  its  liberal,  frre-trade  policy^ 
and  to  obtain  such  an  Act  as  will  be  practical  and  efficacious. 

1  am,  Sir,  yours,  etc. 

AN  OUI'SIDEB. 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  CHEMIST  AKD  DRGGGI8T. 

Hull,  February  25,  1804. 
Sir, — The  Pharmaceutical  Joimialist,  in  his  Pebiuary  leader,  assumes 
towards  the  chemists  and  drupgistsa  very  patronizing  tone.  1  really  c.ii>uot 
read  his  article  on  the  proposed  MedicalBiU  without  being  foi  cibly  leminded 
of  the  three  tailors  in  Toolcy-street,  who  commenced  their  address  tn  the 
throne  with  "  We,  the  people  of  England."  From  his  laiii;uage  and  bear- 
ing, I  should  be  led  to  suppose  th.at  he  imat:iues  hinis  If  the  repre- 
fceutative  of  those  many  thousand  chemists  and  druggists  who  arc  not 
members,  rather  than  of  the  mere  figment  consisting  of  two  thousaud 
who  are  members  of  the  Phaimaceutical  Society.  We  have  not  assistud 
the  Society  with  one  shilling  of  our  money  :  wo  have  not  recommended 
our  assistants  or  apprentices  to  join,  because  we  could  not  see  that  the 
Society  offered  a  "  cjuid  j)ro  quo,"  and  therefore  we  do  not  '  call  loudly  for 
its  aid."  The  ouly  reply  we  make  lo  all  its  magnanimous  offer-  of  assist- 
ance is  the  reply  of  Dioxenes  to  Ali:xander  the  Great : — "Only  get  out  of 
our  sunlight  and  you  will  confer  upon  us  the  greatc-t  possible  benefit. 
We  ask  no  help,  only  offer  us  no  obitniction."  We  have  been  repeatedly 
refen  ed  by  this  consistent  journalist  to  the  Apothecaries  Ac'  of  1815,  as 
the  best  specimen  of  the  just,  and  equitible  regard  for  existing  interests 
which  we  may  e.^pect  from  our  Legislature.  If  so,  then  we  h.ive  a  light 
to  expect  that  in  any  bill  passing  the  House  of  Parliament  this  or  any 
other  session,  there  will  bo  a  full  recognition  of  the  right  ot  everyone 
claiming  to  bo  a  chemist  and  dmggist,  although  ho  may  be  at  the  saiae 
time  oiilj'  a  grocer,  oilman,  or  chandlcr's-shop  keeper,  selling  Epsom  salts 
and  sulphur.  There  was  in  the  Act  of  1815  a  due  retard  for  the  rights  of 
every  man  who  claimed  to  he  in  practice  at  that  time,  and  although  all 
his  educational  qualification  had  boon  obtained  in  the  stable  or  at  the 
forge,  his  claims  were  recognised,  and  he  W!m  entitled  to  and  allowed  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  most  iiitellecturl  and  educ  ted  of 
his  contemporaries.  My  acqutunUuice  with  tho  drug  trade  commcncod 
in  the  your  1820,  and  I  have  in  tho  course  of  my  cxp.  ri.  iico  met  with 
numbers  of  practitioners  who  were  quite  as  much  disquahricd,  educa- 
tionally, for  the  profession  and  practice  of  the  hciiling  art  a.s  the  grocer, 
oilman  and  chaiidler's-shop  keei)er  of  <iur  day  would  be  for  conducting  a 
chemist's  shop.  I  hnvo  had  tho  honour  of  training  gentlcmeu  who  are 
now  conducting  business  as  respectably  and  mcces-luliy  as  any  meiuber 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.       1  am  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

PhIUILETH  E8. 


THE  PHYSICIANS  AND  THE  CHEMISTS. 

TO  TUB   EDITOR  OF  THE  0UEMI8T   AND  DllUOGIST. 

March  r,  1SC4. 

Bill,— At  the  commoncomRnt  of  tho  present  centmy  some  leading- 
members  of  the  College  ol  Phytiicians  promoted  the  cslabiishm.  nt  ot  oao 
of  the  first  of  those  chemists'  shops  in  which  tho  bu>iticss  of  making-up 
prescriptions  was  carried  .  n.  "Tliuy  set  up  the  di-iicnsing  chemist  in 
opposition  to  the  apothecary,  whom  they  had  good  leasim  t-o  dis  rust- 
TliHy  distrusted  him  hoeauso  tho  medicines  ho  kept  in  his  so-callei 
"  surgery  "  were  not  al». ays  to  bo  depended  upmi,  and  because  h.-  ofion 
endeavoured  to  displace  tho  practitioner  of  supeiior  rank  ly  boasting  of 
his  own  .skill.  Thus,  the  business  nf  dispensing  fell  into  tho  hands  nf  the 
I'aythornH,  the  Ucll.s,  and  the  Fishers,  and  the  prcdeCi  s-iois  of  ibe  pr.  sent 
goneration  of  educated  and  piactical  chemisty  and  diuyyi-t-.  Ni  w,  after 
half  a  century,  during  which  they  have  been  steadily  adv.incing  along  tho 
path  of  intel'lectu'il  progress,  the  chemists  and  drujjgists  are  to  bv  put 
down  by  tho  very  class  they  wero  meant  to supersi  de  as  liispcnsei  sot  medi- 
cine. Tho  Hill  of  the  Medical  Council,  if  it  ever  bocon-es  law,  will,  in  laot- 
bring  back  that  state  of  things  which  the  higher  classes  of  the  medical 
profession  found  so  vexatious.  Yours  tiuly. 

An  Old  Disprksiko  Cueuist. 


March  15,  lSl)4  ] 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DEUGGIST. 
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AN  EARNEST  APPEAL. 

■    TO  THE  EDITOR  OK  THE  CHESIIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 

St.  John'a  Wood,  February. 
SiR^—Tlir.nigh  tlio  medium  of  your  Journal,  I  beg  to  ciution  my 
brother  chemist-s  against  fo-^t^ring  a  fal.so  s-ecurity.  Uiiju;-t  and  im- 
wamuiiable  as  we  know  ihis  atUiclv  ol"  the  Jledical  Council  to  be,  it  may 
not  appear  so  in  the  eyes  of  members  of  the  IIou.so  of  Lords  and 
Commons.  Let  us  all  remember  our  very  existence  as  chemists  depends 
on  our  enerpy.  Now  wo  must  have  no  <'Ut»iders.  Let  all  obey  the  call 
and  join  the  United  Socioiy.  Parlianu  n'ary  ccuiflictS  cost  money,  then 
let  us  see  that  the  Executive  Committeo  have  ample  funds;  I  will 
willingly  give  my  £1,  and  let  every  chemist  forthwith  do  likewise,  and 
we  shall  have  a  largo  sum  at  our  di.sposal.  Let  us  claim  .in  Act  of  Incor- 
poration fur  oui  t-elves,  bused  upon  a  recognilion  of  exi.-^t  ng  interests,  and 
show  the  Medical  Council  and  Ihe  world  we  can  and  will  huve  self  govern- 
ment. Let  us  not  proci-astiui.te  and  leave  things  to  take  their  chnnco,  or 
we  shall  find  all  the  dreams  of  prosi  erity  nothing  but  dreams  and  see  all 
the  liopes  of  success  so  confidently  chi  rished,  vanis-h  like  the  baseless 
fabiiu  of  a  vision,  to  discover  ton  late  that  we  have  been  victims  from  our 
own  inertne-is.  Let  evury  chemist  cuter  the  field  of  action,  and  d'l  his 
duty,  and  the  victory  is  ours.  Let  eveiy  chemist  finally  remember  tluit 
"  the  band  of  the  diligent  shall  bear  rule,  but  the  siothful  shall  be  under 
Iribute." 

A  Member  of  tub  United  Society. 


THE  PROPOSED  MEDICAL  BILL  AS  AFFECTING  THE  POOR. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DKUOOIST. 

Uristol.  Fcbruaiy  15th,  1864. 

Sir.— I  felt  very  muih  obliged  to  you  for  forwarding  mo  your  1  ist  num- 
ber, which  ha.s  induced  me  to  become  a  future  sub-cnber,  and  a'so  to 
enrol  myf;elf  as  a  member  of  the  "  United  Society  of  c  hcmists  and  Drug- 
gi.-its."  From  the  statements  contiiined  m  your  last,  I  am  ^trongIy  of 
op  niqn  that  it  is  of  vital  consequence  to  the  inti  rest-  of  all  chemisis  and 
diu^gists  that  they  snould  speedi  y  unite  in  organising  a  poweiful  oppo- 
sition to  the  proposed  new  Medical  Bill,  by  which  tlieir  interests  are  so 
seiiously  threatened. 

I  will  remark,  in  the  first  place,  on  the  intended  clause  for  preventing 
chemists  prescribing  across  the  counter,  as  is  at  prt.'^ent.  their  practice 
in  i-imple  ca-scs.  Such  a  restriction  could  only  be  ju.stified  on  one  of  two 
grounds,  viz.— either  first  that  it  is  a  matter  of  jusiice  in  favc.ur  of  the 
interests  of  raediciU  men  ;  or  secondly,  that  i-uch  a  i  estriction  would  act 
beneficially  to  the  public.  On  reflejtion,  it  will  be  apparent  that  neither 
of  these  propositions  is  coiTect.  With  regard  to  the  first,  the  great  body 
of  medical  men  at  present  engross  not  only  the  profits  of  their  own  1.  gi- 
timate  profession, — that  of  presci  ibing  for  and  Httendiug  ])atienta, — but 
also  grasp  at  those  of  tlie  hapless  chemist,  by  competing  with  him  in  the 
sale  of  medicines,  which  they  dispen-e  at  a  large  profit  to  their  own 
patients.  Can  they  complain,  therefore,  if  the  chemist,  in  his  l)U"ible 
attempt  to  live,  having  his  own  business  taken  from  him  by  medical  men 
(in  articles  necessarily  of  very  limited  cousuni|ition\  should,  in  simple 
ca^es,  prescribe  across  tho  counter  for  those  who  apply  to  him?  Medical 
men  will  find  it  quite  vain  to  force  the  public  by  any  legislation  to  call 
them  in,  and  to  pay  their  expensive  charwes  in  every  case  of  simple  ail- 
ment. If  tlie  chemist  is  jjrohibited  from  prescribing,  the  pnlilic  will 
prescribe  for  themselves,  and  that,  as  every  chemist  knows,  often  most 
injuriou.sly. 

With  regard  to  this  second  point,  whether  it  is  for  tho'  interest  of  the 
public  or  not  thit  tho  chemist  should  be  allowed  to  practice  counter- 
prescriiiiiigin  simple  cases  (he  is  not  Hkrly  to  do  so  in  .-sei  ious  ones  for  the 
s.ike  of  his  own  responsibility,  and  from  beiue  not  alh  wod  to  visit),  I 
think  it  is  quite  evident  that  it  is  a  great  boon  to  the  poor  to  be  allowed 
the  opportunity  of  prncur  ng  cheap  remedies,  which  thoy  aro  likely  to 
niai-e  use  of  in  time  from  thnse  who  must  nec'  ssarily  have  some  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  and  properties  of  medicines,  and  of  tho  maimer  of  p  e- 
scribing  them  ;  instead  of  being  obliged  to  resort  eithcrlo  tlieir  own  oft  n 
mnst  improjier  remeJies,  or  being  tem  ted  to  delay  on  account  of  tho 
expense  of  caUing  in  any  me  lical  aid  until  it  is  too  late,  .and  disease  hns 
f..stened  an  iiresistiljle  hold  upon  the  system.  Uow  highly  beneficial  to 
children  does  a  simple  alterative  aperient  powder  prcsciibcd  by  a  chemist 
prove,  ra  warding  (■IT  attacks  of  fever,  and  in  con  ccting  the  numerous 
disarrai  genienis  to  which  their  systems  are  liable  !  The  poor  can  at  ju  o- 
sent  pro  ■ure  such  a  remedy,  without  any  fatal  delay  on  account  of  the 
^jxpeiise  of  calling  in  a  doctor,  for  tho  sum  of  Id.  or  l^d.,  and  this  gene- 
rally proves  pcrlcetly  effccttial.  Tlie  same  apiilios  in  a  great  moasuio  to 
adults  It  the  ca.se  is  a  serious  one,  ordoes  uotat  once  yield  to  the  remedy 
a'lniinistereil,  every  respectable  chemist  refers  tho  applicant  to  a  meriical 
m:aii.  I  feel  quite  convinced  that  the  pocr  would  feel  it  a  cruel  h:irrtship 
■to  b«  deprived  of  their  present  cheap,  accessible,  and  timely  remedies. 
The  Medical  Council's  measuro  if  eaiTiod  will  have  tho  effect  in  a  gn  at 
measure  of  delivering  the  public,  bound  himd  and  foot,  over  to  tho  lender 
mercies  of  medical  men.  If  people  can  afford  to  pay  d  ict'.r's  bi  U,  tliry 
may  then  have  a  ciiance  of  livinir  ;  if  not,  they  rau.'t  be  loft  to  die.  There 
IS  a  very  largo  cIhss  of  lalrauring  poor,  living  by  their  own  i'ldepciiduiit 
exortiouR,  unnl<le  to  pay  tor  a  medical  man's  attendance,  who  wi.uld  feel 
It  a  nvent  disgiaco  to  pauperise  thoinsolvus  by  applying  for  tbo  aWl  of  t'lo 
pnnsh  doctor,  and  would  delay  doing  so  'ill  too  late.  I  only  wish  tho 
P'";''  the  ojiportunity  of  speakins;  out  their  own  minds  on  the  subject, 
letter     ^^''^  afforded  tliera  is  one  of  tho  objects  of  tho  piescnt 

I  will  only  notice  very  briefly  a  second  point  in  the  propo.«od  Bill :  viz., 
Itie  examination  i  ropose.l  to  bu  cubniiittd  to  by  those  who  aro  at  present 
<:nrrMno  ,,n  the  tjusiiiess  of  cllerai^t  nU'i  dru;/(fiLt.  This  wnuld  act  ns  a 
great  hardship  andinjii.stice  to  many  wlion"W  conduct  their  business  with 
credit  to  theni-selves  and  satisfaoiion  to  llie  public,  but  who  may  not  be 
pos.sa-hed  of  the  scientific  nr  tlieorelic  knowledge  requiied  to  pa>H  a 
pti  irniaceutical  pxaminntion.  and  who  entered  into  busiiies.'!  without'bcing 
aware  that  such  would  lie  iiquired  of  tlicm.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  United 
society,  whatever  may  be  the  Icgi  laiion  with  regard  to  tho  luturo,  will 
oe^tr  jiu'  us  in  theu'  protection  of  existing  interests. 

Bill 
the 


remedy,  l-et  not  tho  largo  number  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists,  who  by 
payment  without  examination  aro  inembeiB  of  the  Society,  thiiikthat 
Ikey  are  sci/c  under  tho  sheltering  ioyis  of  the  Society  ;  Government  will 
sea  no  qualification  in  kucIi  a  payment,  .and  it  would  not  be  just  to  their 
fellows  that  they  should  bo  privileged  on  that  account.  My  recommcnda- 
tion,  therefore,  to  tlie  General  Secretaiy  of  our  own  body  (the  United 
Society),  as  well  as  to  that  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  that  they 
should  each,  at  oncn,  correspond  wi'h  tlieir  own  local  secretaries  in  every 
piincipal  town,  recommending  that  the  luembers  i.f  the  Society  be  called 
together,  that  such  an  organisation  bo  immediately  adopted  iis  may  ba 
thought  desirable,  that  the  Parliamentary  members  be  memorialized  on 
the  subject,  and  also  a  petition  be  lianded  to  them  f-ir  iiresentation  to 
Parliament  signed  by  the  members  of  the  trade.  I  would  also  advise  that 
the  poor  bo  allowed  the  opjiortunity  of  expres-sing  their  vinos  upon  the 
sill  ject,  and  that  bills  be  posted  about  each  town  explaining  the  proposed 
lestrietiOB  to  bo  adopted,  and  inviting  such  as  do  not  wish  their  present 
privilege  of  cheap  remedies  to  be  taken  from  thorn,  to  sign  a  petition  to 
P.irliament  on  the  subject,  exposed  in  some  public  place  lor  the  puipose. 
This  would  have  overwhelming  weight  with  our  aristocratic  legislators. 

Inconelusioa,  as  most  of  the  local  secretaries  are  tliomse'.ves  in  business, 
and  cannot  afford  to  leave  their  own  affairs  without  remuiioiation,  I  pro- 
pose, during  the  present  vei-y  critical  period  in  tlie  interests  of  the  trade 
(affecting  the  very  existence  of  many  membeis  of  it),  that  each  local  secre- 
taiy  be  1  berally  paid  for  bis  time  and  exertions,  aud  to  def>ay  this  ex- 
pense an  apjieal  be  made  in  jour  Journal,  and  that  of  any  necessary 
measures  to  be  taken  in  opposing  the  objectionable  clauses  of  the  Bill.  A 
subscription  of  a  few  shillings  from  each  member  (there  being  only  one 
secretary  in  each  place)  would  at  least  supply  tho  Society  with  the 
services  of  its  most  able  and  recognized  officers,  who  would  then  be  at 
leisure  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  most  effectual. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect,  yours, 

Chkmicus. 

P.  9. — I  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  £1  to  any  Defence  Fund  that 
may  be  set  on  foot  for  opposing  the  Bill  in  Parliament. 


A.s  'he  gentlemen  whn  wid  bo  called  npi  n  to  legislsto  uiion  tho  proposed 
111  aru  those  to  whom  it  is  no  object  to  have  a  cheap  timely  aid  (r.-m 
lechcmiBt,  and  would,  therefore,  naturally  bo  opposed  to  tho  idea,  I 
eiiri.eetly  urge  all  (licmihtH  and  druggists  to  unite  while  there  i.s  yet 
<aiiio  in  ..fTunug  a  deiermined  opp  sition  to  tho  nrcRoui  Bill.  In  a  few 
■weoKs  it  will  be  too  late,  and  their  interests  wi 


will  bo  sacritiiod  beyond 


TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST. 

The  Dispensary,  Rye,  March  2nd,  1864. 
Sir,— Some  time  since  I  communicated  with  ourwoithy  u. P.,  acquaint- 
ing him  of  the  proposed  Medical  Bill.  In  reply  to  which  he  invited  me  to 
write  him  more  explicitly  on  the  assembling  of  Parliament.  I  have  done 
s'>,  enclosing  him  some  extracts  from  the  Chemist  and  Druggist.  I 
have  received  his  acknowledgment,  staling  with  his  visual  liberality  his 
readiness  to  devote  his  consideratiim  to  so  deserved'y  serious  a  subject,' 
and  that  ho  would  uee  his  endeavours  to  prevent  any  illegal  invasion  of 
our  rights,  (or  tantamount  to  this  effect). 

I  am  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

fi.  W.  Smith. 

P.S.  I  am  somewhat  surprised  tho  Executive  do  not  suggest  some  pre- 
liminary steps  that  every  chemist  might  take  to  begin  with,  althovgh  I 
am  quite  sure  they  are  working  everything  ritht  for  us. 


BRITISH  PHARMACOPCEIA. 

if.  D.  (Whitby).  The  properties  and  doses  were  not  given 
in  the  London  Pharmacopoeia.  Mr.  Squire's  "  Companion  to 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia"  was  referred  to  in  our  i.ist  num- 
ber. It  is  not  yet  published,  but  Mr.  Squire's  previous 
compilations  load  us  to  expect  a  thoroughly  practical  and 
well  digested. work.  According  to  the  advertisement,  it  will 
give  the  strength  of  the  preparations  as  compared  with  the 
L.  E.  and  D.  Pharmacopoeias,  the  doses  and  properties  of 
medicines,  and  hints  for  the  best  mode  of  administering  them. 

J.  P.  S.  (Castletown,  Isle  of  Man),  writes  :— "  May  I  be  so 
profane  as  to  inquire  whether  the  Solons  constituting  the 
Medical  Council  are  a  conclave  of  old  women?  I  have 
glanced  at  the  new  Pharmacopoeia,  and  cannot  lielp  thinking 
that  it  must  have  emanated  from  such  a  conclave." 

]V.  B.  H.  (Sunderland)  writes  concerning  the  unfortunate 
work  : — "  There  can  scarcely  be  two  opi.-.ions  with  respect  to 
the  omission  of  the  '  medical  uses  and  doses  '  of  the  medi- 
cines ;  aud  whoever  this  defect  may  be  in  ended  to  injure, 
annoy,  or  inconvenience,  it  certainly  n  fleuis  no  credit  on  the 
authors,  and  will  recoil  on  the  members  of  the  profession 
from  whom  the  work  emanat;8." 

A  Voice  from  Liverpool  stismatizcs  the  Brit.  Pharm.  as 
"  a  work  ill  adapted  to  meet  the  lequir-  inents  of  the  present 
npo,"  and  calls  attention  to  its  g  -neial  defects.  We  wish  wv 
could  find  space  for  the  earnest  words  which  this  "  voice" 
devotes  to  the  great  trade  desidera'um — InL-niporation. 

A  Disappointed  Assixtani  (Coli  ford).—  1 .  We  did  not  expect 
to  see  "Tinct.  Uhci  Alkaln.a"  in  the  Bri'.  P/inr-n.  A  for- 
mula is  given  in  Beasley's  Druffi/isi'.i  lieo-ij't  honk,  which 
you  have  probably  got,  under  the  head  of  "  Brandish's 
Alkaline  Tinct.  of  Rhubarb."  There  is  no  corresponding 
preparation  in  tho  phhrmacopceias,  E.  V).  2.  Many  London 
chemists  continue  to  dispense  tlie  preparations  of  the  Ph. 
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L.,  except  -when  the  prescription  orders  those  of  the  Brit. 
Ph.  In  the  case  mentioned  it  would  be  better  to  adopt  tliis 
plan.  3.  Wo  agree  with  yoti  in  thinking  that  the  doses 
ought  to  have  been  given,  but  we  beg  to  remind  you  that 
they  were  not  noticed  in  the  authorized  edition  of  the  Ph.  L. 
Dr.  Kevins  has  prepared  a  little  book  (reviewed^  in  our  pre- 
sent number)  which  gives  much  information  respecting  the 
changes  in  strength  and  doses.  Mr.  Squire's  work  will 
probably  bo  the  chemist  and  druggist's  favourite  hand-book. 
rnoposEn  new  MF.niCA.L  hill. 
Cehus  (Maidstone).— No  official  notice  of  the  time  when 
the  Bill  is  to  be  introduced  into  Parliament  has  been  issued. 
The  Executive  Committee  of  the  United  Society  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists  received  from  the  Medical  Council  a  promise 
of  a  communication  on  this  subject  as  soon  as  the  sub- 
committee, having  charge  of  the  Bill,  met.  No  doubt  the 
United  Society  will  publish  the  statement  of  the  Medical 
Council  as  soon  as  it  is  received.  As  the  opposition  to  the 
Bill  has  been  got  up  by  the  United  Society,  unaided  by  any 
other  body,  you  had  better  send  your  subscription  towards 
the  expenses  to  the  Office  at  20,  New  Ormond-street,  W.C. 

AIR-TIGHT  CAPPING  FOB,  BOTTLES. 

"  Ha-vdng  frequently  been  at  a  loss  for  an  efficient  yet  sightly 
air-tight  capping  for  bottles,  the  following  occurred  to  me  as 
answering  the  purpose  tolerably  well ;  viz.,  enamelled  caps 
of  india-rubber  something  like  the  I.  R.  nipples,  which 
would  fit  over  and  clasp  round  the  rim  of  the  bottle.  I 
simply  throw  out  this  suggestion,  and  if  you  think  it  worthy 
of  a  comer  in  your  next  issue,  it  may  probably  call  the  atten- 
tion of  some  one  of  your  readers  to  the  subject.  H." 

[\Ve  have  seen  india-rubber  caps  answering  to  our  corre- 
spondent's description,  and  are  surprised  that  they  are  so 
little  used.— Ed.  C.  and  D.] 

PERCOLATION. 

Discipulus.  (Halifax)  writes:— "I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
great  number  of  your  supporters  along  with  myself  have  not 
had  much,  if  any,  experience  in  the  making  of  tinctures  by 
percolation ;  and  as  nearly  all  in  the  British  Pharmacopceia 
are  by  that  process,  I  think  it  very  desii-able  you  should 
devote  a  little  space  in  an  early  number  to  an  explanation  of 
the  process  ;  i.e.  the  mode  of  packing  into  the  percolating 
cylinders  the  ingredients  used  for  making  tinctures.  By 
doing  so,  you  would  confer  a  favour  on  one  at  least  of  your 
ardent  supporters." 

We  thank  our  correspondent  for  his  good  suggestion,  and 
promise  that  the  process  shall  be  fully  described  in  an  early 
number.  Messrs.  Braithwaite  and  Brough  are  practically 
testing  the  new  processes  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  will 
doubtless  make  some  observations  on  percolation  in  their 
Review  when  treating  of  tinctures,  but  an  independent  article 
on  the  process  shall  be  given  as  well. 

HXJGHP,S'6  IODINE. 

W.  Griffith,  of  Borrowstownness,  has  kindly  corrected  a 
wrong  address  in  one  of  Mr.  QuLn's  articles  on  the  Chemical 
Manufactures  of  Great  Britain  :— "  At  page  277  of  the  Chemist 
AND  Druggist  for  1863,  you  mention  'Hughes  of  Ireland ' 
as  a  manufacturer  of  iodiine,  and  say  'Hughes's  iodine  is 
considered  by  most  manufacturers  to  be  the  purest  in  the 
market,  and  always  commands  an  advance  of  a  halfpenny  or 
a  penny  per  ounce  on  that  of  other  makers.'  I  am  not  aware 
of  any  person  named  Hughes  being  a  maker  of  iodine  in 
Ireland.  You  must  refer  to  Fred.  Robt.  Hughes  and  Co.,  of 
Borrowstownness,  N.B.,  who  produce  the  pure  dry  iodine 
which  has  commanded  an  extra  halfpenny  or  penny  per 
ounce  for  the  last  twenty-seven  years.  Their  branded  iodine 
is  now,  however,  very  scarce,  as  you  can  satisfy  yourself." 

"  EAU  SEDATIVE  DE  RASPAIL," 

W.  G. — The  following  is  Raspail's  original  formula  for 
common  sedative  water  : — Take  of  liquor  of  ammonia  (22" 
Baumg),  5x.vij  ;  camphorated  alcohol  (prepared  by  dissolving 
camphor  in  alcohol  of  44°  BaumC,  until  the  solution  is  re- 
duced to  30°  B.),  fjiij  ;  bay  salt,  3ix  ;  water,  Oij.  Mix  the 
camphorated  spirit  with  the  ammonia,  and  after  a  while  add 
the  salt  dissolved  in  water,  Shake  the  mixture  well,  and 
keep  it  in  stoppered  bottles.  Raspail  gives  formula;  for 
stronger  lotions  ;  but  the  above  is  strong  enough  for  ordinary 
use,  and  indeed  requires  considerable  dilution  when  applied 
to  delicate  skins. 


FOUMUL.K  WANTED. 

For  Quinine  and  Orange  Wine  that  will  keep  without 
throwing  down  a  sediment.    Bj'  "  Inquirer." 

For  the  varninh  used  by  dentists  for  hardening  plaster  models. 
By  P.  I). 

ANSWERS  TO  MINOR  QUERIES, 

Thfta  (Wells). — AA'c  cannot  account  for  the  eflfervescence 
of  the  mixture.  Tliere  is  no  chemical  reason  for  such  a 
result,  and  we  find  that  it  is  not  produced  when  pure  articles 
are  employed.  Can  you  send  us  samples  of  the  two  salts  for 
examination  ? 

G.  G. — The  labels  recommend  the  preparations  as  bene- 
ficial  for  the  relief  of  certain  ailments,  and  therefore,  accord- 
ing to  the  Stamp  Act,  render  them  liable  to  the  duties. 
Three  years  ago  a  respectable  chemist  in  Exeter  was  fined  for 
selling  a  preparation  labelled  "Tincture  for  Tooth-ache." 

li.  E.  M. — It  is  certainly  subject  to  the  stamp  duty.  The 
name  alone  brings  it  into  the  class  of  proprietary  medicines. 
See  answer  to  G.  G.  above. 

Chemicus. — The  Act  prohibiting  the  sale  and  use  of 
poisoned  grain  has  been  in  operation  since  the  close  of  last 
session. 


GAZETTE. 

BANKRUPTS. 

Daniel  Corfield,  Tbrftwl-stroet,  Spitiilfiolds,  manufucturing  chemist. 
Edward  Thomas  Goldfinch,  Freemantlo,  Southamiiton,  chemist. 
James  Hall,  Almondbury,  Yorkshire,  druggist's  assistant. 
Thomas  Eobeet  Punxher,  Leicester-place,  Leicester-square,  chemist'* 
assistant 

John  Simco,  late  of  Birmibgham,  chemist. 

James  Thomas  Taylor,  M.ingotsield,  Gloucestershire,  indigo  stone  blue 
manufactui-er. 

PARTXEBSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
W.  Field  and  J.  S.  Castle,  Apple-yard,  Seward-street,  GosweU-street, 

manufacturiug  chemistp. 

Gbatton,  Bryan,  .ind  Co.,  Queenhitlic,  drj-Falters. 

C.  Jackson  and  D.  Roden,  Broad-street,  Batcliff,  wholesale  chemists. 

PuRDV,  Maute.  and  Co.,  manufactmers  of  albumen. 

WoRDEN  and  Whittaker,  Church,  Lanca.shire,  manufacturing  chemists. 

SCOTCH  SEQUESTRATIOX. 
Urqohart,  Anderson,  and  Co  ,  Leith,  wholesale  druggists. 


London,  March  12,  1864. 

In  Chemicals  a  fair  business  has  been  transacted  during 
the  month,  prices  showing  rather  a  firmer  tone.  Tartaric 
Acid  has  been  sold  to  a  good  extent,  at  Is.  5Jd.  Citric  Acid 
moves  off  steadily,  at  Is.  6d.  Oxalic  has  advanced  to  9d.,  in 
good  demand  and  scarce.  Bicliromate  is  firm,  at  8d.  Prussiate 
of  Potass  is  dull,  at  1  l^d.  Fair  sales  have  been  made  in  Sal 
Acetos,  at  11. id.  Chlorate  of  Potass  remains  quiet,  at  11  Jd. 
A  large  business  has  been  done  in  Iodine,  at  from  S^d.  toCJd.  ; 
but  is  now  quiet,  at  6Jd.  to  6jd.  Soda  Ash  is  steady,  at 
2d.  A  large  business  has  been  done  in  Sulphate  of  Quinine  ; 
12,000  or  15,000  oz.  French  sold  at  5s.  lid.  up  to  6s.  2d.; 
English  is  now  held  for  6s.  6d.  per  oz.  Sulphate  of  Copper 
is  lower  and  dull ;  last  sales  made  at  33s.  to  34s.  Sulphate  of 
Ammonia  is  steady,  at  13s.  9d.  to  14s.  6d.  Sal  Ammoniac  is 
firm,  at  38s.  and  36s.  for  firsts  and  seconds.  Cream  of  Tartar 
rather  better;  sales  made  at  108s.  to  110s.  Bleaching 
Powder  is  scarce  and  firm,  at  12s.  6d.  to  13s.  Soda  Crystals 
are  steady,  at  92s.  Cd.  ex  ship.  Flour  of  Brimstone  is  quiet, 
at  Us.  6d.  to  12s.  6d.;  and  Roll,  10s.  Refined  Saltpetre  is 
lower,  and  only  small  sales,  at  39s.  6d.  to  40s.  t.  o.  b.  Tur- 
pentine is  again  dearer  ;  the  latest  prices  paid  for  French  were 
79s.  to  80s.  A  large  business  has  been  done  in  Linseed  Oil 
at  higher  prices  :  spot,  36s. ;  Hull,  month,  35s.  9d.;  and  April 
to  June,  358.  6d.  to  35s.  9d.  Large  sales  have  been  made  in 
Foreign  Brown  Rape,  for  delivery,  at  4 Is.;  on  the  spot  prices 
are  steady,  at  40s.  6d.,  and  refined  43s.  A  fair  business  has 
been  done  in  Petroleum,  at  Is.  lOJd.  for  refined ;  Crude  is 
dull  at  £16.    Ashes  remain  quiet. 

There  has  been  more  doing  in  Drugs,  and  many  articles 
are  dearer.    About  300  to  400  chests  Rhubarb  have  been 
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sold,  partly  on  speculation,  at  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  per  hogshead 
higher  prices.  Large  sales  have  been  made  in  Oil  of  Aniseed ; 
but  on  the  spot  and  for  arrival  the  last  prices  were  6s.  9d.  to 
6s.  lOd.  Several  parcels  of  Oil  of  Cassia  have  been  taken  at 
9s.  3d.  to  9s.  6d.,  which  are  also  higher  prices.  Large  sales 
made  in  Cutch  at  26s.  6d.  up  to  27s.  6d.,  which  is  Is.  dearer. 
Gambier  is  quiet.  More  doing  in  Turmeric,  at  from  28s.  6d. 
to  30s.  for  common  to  good  Bengal.  About  1,500  oz.  of 
Camphor  have  been  sold  at  £5  5s.  to  £5  15s.  for  Clmia.  A 
few  lots  Japan  sold  at  £5  123.  6d.  to  £5  17s.  6d.  Cochineal 
has  advanced  3d.  to  5d.  per  hogshead,  with  a  good  business. 
Balsam  Capivi  is  in  better  demand ;  fair  quality  sells  at  the 
advanced  rate  of  Is.  9d.  Cape  Aloes  are  Is.  to  2s.  lower; 
Barbadoes  and  other  kinds  are  steady.  Some  large  parcels  of 
Turkey  Opium  have  been  sold  at  18s.  6d.  to  19s  6d.  ;  and 
now  19s.  6d.  to  20s.  is  asked  for  Java.  AU  kinds  of  Bark  are 
more  in  request,  and  are  Id.  to  2d.  per  lb.  dearer.  Jalap  is 
rather  better;  good  quality  sold  at  4s.  8d.  to  4s.  lOd. 
Several  parcels  of  Sarsaparilla  have  been  sold  at  firm  prices. 
Turkey  Gum  Arabic  is  2s.  to  3s.  dearer  ;  East  India  sorts 
rather  better.  Olibanum  rather  dearer.  Shellac  is  more  in 
demand;  mid.  to  fine  orange,  £7  10s.  to  £8  5s.  Kowi-ie  Gum 
is  dull,  at  3s.  to  4s.  cheaper.  Safflower  is  less  in  request,  and 
rather  easier  to  buy.  Castor  Oil  is  rather  lower ; '  about  1,000 
oz.  have  been  sold :  mid.  to  good  pale,  4Jd.  to  5|d.  ;  fine,  6d. 
to  6\d.  Cod  Liver  Oil  is  held  for  12s.  6d.  to  13s.  for  new. 
Cardamoms  are  quieter.  Ipecacuanha  in  small  lots  sells  at 
8d.  to  8|d.  American  Oil  of  Peppermint  is  3d.  cheaper. 
Cubebs  are  held  for  96s.  to  96s.  for  fair  quality.  Senna  is 
■without  change.  Bees  Wax  remains  firm :  fine  Jamaica  sold 
at  £9  to  £9  7s.  6d. ;  and  white  Mackas,  £11  to  £11  10s.  A 
large  parcel  of  Japan  Wax  sold  at  60s.  to  65s.  6d.  ;  and 
saucer,  67s.  to  67s.  6d.  In  other  goods  there  is  no  material 
change. 

PRICE  CURRENT. 
T?iese  quotations  are  the  latest  for  actuax  sales  in  Mincing 
I.ane.  It  will  he  netessary  for  our  tetail  subscribers  to  bear  in 
mind  thai  they  cannot,  as  a  rule,  purchase  at  the  prices  Quoted, 
inasmuch  as  these  are  the  cash  prices  in  bulk.  Theij  icilt,  hoiv- 
ever,  be  able  to  form  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  what  they  ought  to 
pay. 

1864.  1864.     j    1.SC3  1863. 

s.  d.         s.  d.       s.  d.  s.  d. 

ARGOL,  Cape,  per  owt   87   6    . .     97   6        86   0    ..  102 

French    60   0    ..     84   0        40   0    ..     60  0 

0  ..  47  0  46  0  ..  48  0 
0  ..  75  ,0  70  0  ..  78  0 
0  :..  SO  .  ft .  .  as  0  . .  80  0 
6  .;  .  95  .  .0  .  PO'  0'  . .  07  « 
0  . .  .85  .  0  80  0  . .  85  0 
0  ■..     95   0 .  1  110   0    ..    115  0 


Oporto,  red    46 

Sicily   70 

Naples,  white  65 
■  Florence)  white .     .  XT 
red...,....'......  80 

Bologna,  white   90 

ARROWROOT,  .(duty  4i  per  cwt.) 

Berm\ida.  .per  lb                    18..  Ill 

St.  Vincent                            0  41  ..  0  8i 

Jamaica                                  0  4    ..  0  6 

Other  West  India                    0  Si  . .  0  5 

Brazil                                    0  2    . .  0  3 

Eiist  India  ....w                      0  3i  ..  0  6 

X.ital   0  6    ..  0  10 

Sierra  Leone                           0  6i  . .  0 

ASHES  per  cwt. 

Pot,  Canada,  1st  sort '            31  0    . .  32  0 

Pearl,  ditto,  lat  sort               36  0    . .  0  0 

BRIMSTONE, 

rovigh  per  ton                160  0    ..  0  0 

roll   ;                        195  0    ..  200  0 

flour.......                        230  0    ..  250  0 

CHEMICALS, 

Acid— Acetic,  per  lb                0  4J  . .  0  4i 

Citric                               1  5    ..  0  0 

Nitric                               0  6    ..  0  6 

Ox.alic                              0  9    ..  0  0 

Sulphuric                          0  OJ..  0  1 

T.artaric  crystal                 1  Si  . .  15* 

powdered              1  5i  . .  1  5$ 

Alum   perton  125  0    ..  130  0 

powder                         145  0    . .  0  0 

Ammonia,  Carbonate,  per  lb.     0  6|  . .  0.0 

Sulphate   .  ixjr  ton  270  0    '. .  290  .  0.. 

Antimony,  ore  '.                  200  0    . .  •  210  0 

crude   per  owt  26  0    ..  ..0  0 

rcpulus                        38  0    ..  .  0  .0 

French  stir    ,.,.,..1    88  0    ..  0.0 

Arsenic,  lump  16  0    , .  0  0 

.    powder                  .9  0    ..  .99 

Bleaching  powder                  12  6    . .  13  0 

Borax,  Ea«t  India  refined..    65  0    ..  0  0 

„  ,      British                        56  0    ..  .  0  0  . 

Calomel   per  lb.     2  8..  2  0 

Camphor,  refined                     18..  0  0 

Copperas,  green  perton    55  0    !!  0  0 

CorroBivo  Sublimate,  .perlb.     2  0..  2  1 

Green  Emerald  ,.     0  0..  0  0 

Brunswick,.,,  per  cwt.     0  0..  0  0 


110 

1 
0 
.  0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

34 
88 

135 
190 
240 

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 

145 
100 
0 

,290 
200 
24 
43 
0 
10 
6 
9 
62 
.  60 
0. 

1 

60 


2 

4 

4i 

3 

2 


0 
6 

0 

b 

0. 

3J 
6J 
4 

8 
0: 
6 
7 
0 
0 

6i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0- 

9 

0 


1  11 
0  0 
0  0 


115 

1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

ft . 

0 

0 
0 
260 

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 

147 
ft 
0 
300 
280 
28 
43 
43 
17 
7 
10 
0 

'  52 
2 


8 
7 

61 

5 

3i 

4i 

9 
5} 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

S! 


CHEMICALS. 

Iodine,  dry  per  07,. 

Magncsi;!,  Carbon,  per  cwt. . . 

Calcined  .  per  lb. 

Minium,  rod  per  cwt. 

orange   

Potash,  Bichromate  per  lb. 

Chlorate   

Hydriodato . .  per  oz. 

Prussiate  per  lb. 

red   

Precipitate,  red  ....  perlb. 

white   

Pi  us.si.in  Blue  ,  

Rose  Pink  ....... .per  cwt. 

Sal-Acetos  per  lb- 
Sal- Ammoniac  ....per  cwt. 

British  

S.ilts,  Epsom  

Glauber  

Soda,  Ash  per  deg. 

Bicarbonate ..  per  cwt. 

Crystals  per  ton 

Sugar  Lead,  white  per  cwt. 

brown  

Sulphate  Quinine  per  oz. 

British,  in  bottle  . . 

Foreign   

Sulphate  Zinc  per  cwt. 

Verdigris  per  lb. 

Vermilion,  English   

China   

Vitriol,  blue  or  Rom.  per  ct. 
COCHINEAL,  per  lb. 

Honduras,  black   

silver   

Mexican,  black  . .  :  

silver  ...... 

Lima . . ;  . . . 

Teneriffe,  black  

silver  

DRUGS, 
Aloes,  Hepatic  . . .  .per  cwt. 

Socotrine  

Capo,  good  

inferior  

Barbadoes   

Ambergris,  grey  . . .  .per  oz. 
Angelica  Root  . . .  .per  cwt. 

Aniseed,  China  star  

German,  ibc  

Balsam,  Canada  . . .  .per  lb. 

Capivi  

Peru  

Tolu  

Bark,  Cascarilla  per  cwt. 

Peru,  crown  &  grey  perlb. 

Calisaya,  flat  

qnill  

Carthagena  

Pitayo  

Red  

Bay  BeiTies  per  cwt. 

Bucca  Leaves. ...... .per  lb. 

Camomile  Flowers  ........ 

Camphor,  China  .......... 

Canella  alba  . .'  : 

Cautharides' .per  lb. 
Cardamoms,  Malabar,  good 

inferior   

Madras   

Ceylon  

Cassia  Fistula  per  cwt. 

Castor  Oil,  1st  pale  .  .per  lb. 

2ud....  

•    inferior  and  dark 
Bombay,  in  casks 

Castorum  

China  Root  per  cvrt. 

Cocculus  Indicus   

Cod  Liver  Oil   per  gal. 

Colocynth,  apple  per  lb. 

Colombo  Root   per  cwt. 

Cream  Tartar  . .   

French  

Venotiaii  .. 

grey   

brown   

Crotou  Seed   

Cubebs  

Cummin  Seed.   

Dragon's  blood  reedl . .  .\ 

lump   

Gal  an  gal  Root   

Gentian  Hoot  

Guinea  Grains   per  owt. 

Honey,  Narbonno   

Cuba  

Jamaica   

Ipeoaeuanha  perlb. 

Isinglass,  Brazil   ., .  • 

East  India 

West  India  . . .... 

Russian  i.  

Jalap  
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DRUGS — continued. 

Juniptr  Borrk-s  per  cwt. 

Goi  nmn  and  Freuch 

I'alian   

Lemon  Juice   por  deg. 

Liquorigo   por  cwt. 

Spiinish   

Ituliaii   

Manna.  fl;iky  

small  

Mu'ik   per  02. 

Nux  Voniica   

Opium,  Turkey   

Egyptum   

Orris  Hoot   per  cwt. 

Pink  Root  por  lb. 

Quassia  (bitter  wood)  por  ton 

Rhatnuy  Root   per  lb. 

Rhubarb,  China,  round   

flat   

Dutch,  trimmed  . . 

Ru-sian   

Saffron,  Spanish   

Salep  per  cwt. 

Barsaparilla,  Lima   

Para   

Honduras  .... 

Jamaica   

Sassafras   per  cwt. 

Scamnicny,  virgin    ..per lb. 

second   

Beneka  Root   

Senua,  Oalcntta  

B'mib.ay   

T'nnevolly   

Alexandria  

Snake  Root  

Spermaceti,  refiued   

Squills   

Tamarinds,  E.  fndla,  per  cwt. 

West  India  

Terra  Jajioiiica— 

G  imbier   per  cwt. 

Cuich   

Valerian  Root,  Engli.ih   

Vanilla  Mexican  per  lb. 

Wormseed  per  cwt. 

<}UM  per  cwt. 

Ammoniac,  drop  

lump   

Anlmi,  fine  pale  

bold  amber  

medium   

small  and  d.ark  

ordinary  daik   

Arabic,  E.  I.,  fine  pale  picked 
uiisorted,  good  to  fine 
red  and  mixed  . . 

siftingj  

Turkey,  picKed,  good  to  fine 
second  and  inftrior . 

in  sorts  

Gcdda  

Barb.iry,  white   

brown   

Austrfilian  

Ass  iloetida,  fair  to  good  .... 

Benjamin,  1st  quality   

2nd    „   - 

3rd   

Copal,  Angola,  rod  

palo  

Benguola  

Biom  Ijoone  . .  por  lb. 

Manilla  per  cwt. 

Uammar,  [;alo  per  cwt. 

Galbamim  

Gamboge,  picked,  pipe  

in  sorts   , 

Guniacnm  per  lb„ 

Kino  per  cwt 

Kowrio   

H.aslic,  picked   per  lb. 

Mjrrl),  gd.  and  fine,  per  cwt. 

forts  

Olibanum,  palo  drop  " 

ambor  and  yellow 
mixed  and  dark. 

Senegal   

Sandr.ic  

Tragauanlb,  leaf  

in  sorts   

<5ILS  l,or  tun 

8.al  

Sperm,  body  

Col  :  

Whale,  Greenland   

South  Soa,  palo. . 

Ea-t  India  Fish  

OliTe,  Oallpoli  nor  ton 

Ploi-oncc,  Imll-chost  . . 
Coooauut,  Cochin  . .  per  cwt. 

Ciiyinn   

Sydney   

Ground  Nut  and  Gin. 

Bombay   
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OILS— continued.  »•  d. 

Madras   per  cwt.    40  0 

Palm,  fine   36  0 

Linseed   86  0 

Ilapcbccd,  English,  pale  ....  420 

brown    40  0 

,  Foreign  ditto    43  0 

brown    40  0 

Lard    46  0 

Tallow    41  0 

Rock  Cindo   per  ton   16  0 

Oils,  Essential- 
Almond,  essonti,al  per  lb.    19  0 

cxpies.sed    0  0 

Aniseed   6  9 

Bay  per  cwt.  110  0 

Bergamot  per  lb.     7  0 

Cajeputa,  (in  bond)  .  .per  on.     0  2J 

Caraway   per  lb.     4  3 

Qissia   3 

Cinnamon  (in  bond)  .  .per  oz.     1  0 

Cinnamon  Leaf    0  2 

Citronel   0  51 

Clove    0  2 

Crolon   0  0 

Juiiip  r  per  lb._  1  10 

Lavender    2  6 

Ijomon    6  6 

Lomongrass   per  oz.     0  lOi 

Mace,  ox   0  1 

Neroli   5  0 

Nutmeg   0  IJ 

Orange   per  lb.     6  0 

Otto  of  Roses   per  oz.    15  0 

Peppermint,  per  lb. 

American   9  0 

English   34  0 

Rhodium  per  oz.     3  6 

Rosemary  per  lb.     1  9 

Sassafras    4  0 

Spearmint   5  0 

Spike   0  0 

Thyme    1  9 

PITCH,  Briiish   per  cwt.    12  0 

Swedish    0  0 

SALTPETRE,  per  cwt. 

English,  G  per  cent,  or  imder   35  C 

over  6  per  cent   34  6 

Madras    34  0 

Bombay   32  0 

British -refined    39  6 

Nitrate  of  soda   15  6 

SEED.  Canary   perqr.    50  0 

Caraway,  English  ..  per  cwt.    28  0 

German,  &c   27  0 

Coriander   10  0 

East  India   0  0 

Hemp   37  0 

Linseed,  Black  Sea   54  C 

Calcutta    54  0 

Bombay    60  0 

Egyptian   58  0 

Mustard,  brown  per  bshl.     7  0 

white    S  0 

Poppy,  Ea.st  India  perqr.   50  0 

Rape,  English   0  0 

Danube    0  0 

Calcutta  fine   52  0 

Bomb.iy    54  0 

Teel,  Sesmy  or  Gngy   58  0 

Cot  ton  per  ton  160  0 

Ground  Nut  Kernels  por  ton  260  0 

SOAP,  London  yel.  ..  por  cwt.   20  0 

mottled    .34  0 

curd    46  0 

Castile    40  0 

Marseilles    40  0 

Boy,  Cliina   per  gal.     2  6 

Japan    0  0 

Sponge,  Turkey,  fine  picked    19  0 

fiiir  to  good     7  0 

ordinai-y  . .     2  6 

B.ahnma  . .      0  4 

TUIIPENTINE,  Rough,  per  ct.     0  0 

Spirits,  French   80  0  . 

American,   in  casks     0  0 

WAX,  Bees,  English   170  0  , 

German    165  0  . 

Amorienn    176  0  . 

white  fmo   0  0  . 

Jamaica    185  0  • 

Gambia    175  0  . 

Mogadoro   125  0  . 

Ea.st  India   150  0  . 

ditto,  blenched    210  0  . 

vouotable,  Japan    5S  0  . 

WOOD,  Dyb.  per  ton 

Fustic,  Cuba   ITS  0  . 

Jamaioft    13.0  0  . 

Savauilla    125  0  . 

Kanto   140  0  . 

Logwood,    Cam  peachy  190  0 

Honduras  ..  120  0  . 

St.  Domineo   90  0  . 

Jamaica  , . , .    S3  0  . 
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